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2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
 

*Weekend Masses: Saturdays: Mass at 4:00 p.m. and Sundays: Mass at 10:30 a.m. 

*Weekday Masses: Tuesdays and Thursdays Mass at 12:00 Noon 

Mondays and Wednesdays and Fridays:  No Mass.  Pastor’s office work. 

*Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament:  Every 1st Saturday and Sunday of the month after Mass. 

*Confession:  Saturday:  3:00 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. or any other time by appointment. 

*Baptism:  Please call the Pastor as soon as baby is born; at least one Godparent must be Catholic. 

*Weddings: Please make arrangements at least six months in advance before any other plans are made. 

*Sick Calls & Anointing of the Sick:  Please notify the Pastor at 304-233-1688 

*Parish Council: Lou Khourey, Susan (John) Burns, Mark McLaughlin, Liz Murad, Gary Weisner. 

*Choir Members: Lou Khourey, Robert Harris, Joe Simon, Shelly Hancher, Holly Stahl. 

*Bulletin Coordinator: Thomasina Geimer 

*Altar Servers:  Joe Roxby and Christopher AlKhouri 

*Cedar Club:  Linda Duffy, President 

*Women’s Society: Jeannette Wakim, President 
           

*Bulletin Announcements:   

Submit all Bulletin Information to Msgr. Bakhos by Noon on Tuesday every week. 

*New Parishioners:   

We welcome you with great joy & invite you to officially register as one of our parishioners. 

*Remember the Church in your Last Will & Testament:  Her prayers will accompany you to heaven. 

 

 

mailto:ololwv@comcast.net
http://www.ololwv.com/
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Gospel Reflection: 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
Readings: Jer 1:4-10; 2Cor 4:5-15 and Jn 1:35-42 

Indeed, I have spoken thus, not without purpose, but so that when you hear John again uttering the same 

words as before you will not rate them as nonsense or consider them vain and boring. Of course, when he spoke 

the first time he wished to be heard, but since many, because of their deep apathy, did not pay attention to his 

words from the beginning, he roused them from sleep by repeating his message again. Now, consider; he had 

said: 'After me there comes one who has been set above me'; and 'I am not worthy to lose the strap of his 

sandal'; and 'He will baptize [you] with the Holy Spirit and with fire,' and that the Spirit was seen descending as 

a dove and abiding upon him, and he bore witness that 'this is the Son of God.'  

No one paid attention or asked a question or said: 'Why do you say these things, and about whom, and 

for what reason?' Again, he had said: 'Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.' Not even 

thus did he penetrate their insensibility. For this reason, finally, he was forced to say the same words again, as if 

softening some hard and unyielding soil by cultivating it. By his word, as it were by a plough, he stirred up the 

hard-packed mind so that the seeds might settle down deeply. Accordingly, it is for this reason that he did not 

make his speech long, either, because he was striving for one thing only: namely, to lead them on and to unite 

them with Christ. He knew that when they had accepted this, and had been convinced, they would not have any 

further need of his testimony to him. And this is what actually took place.  

(John Chrysostom, Homily 17 on John) 

 

Reflection of the Week (4)  
--“Holding on to anger is like grasping a hot coal with the intent of throwing it at someone else... You 

are the one who gets burned.”    Buddha 

--Death & Decision 

“Any country that accepts abortion is not teaching its people love, but to use violence to get what they 

want. This is why the greatest destroyer of love and peace is abortion.” Mother Teresa to the National Prayer 

Breakfast in Washington, D.C., February 3, 1994. 

In October 1999, the world’s population reached 6 billion. The United Nations estimates that population 

is increasing annually by more than 90 million. Though often presented as a medical necessity to preserve the 

life or health of the mother, abortion is the primary means used to control the world’s population growth. There 

are over 50 million abortions performed worldwide each year. In order to achieve this large number, 4,000 

babies in the United States must be aborted every day at a rate of 1 child every 20 seconds! The overwhelming 

majority of all abortions (95%) are performed as birth control. Only 1% are done because of rape or incest and 

1% because of fetal abnormalities. A mere 3% are performed because of maternal health problems. 

This is an essay about the choices that people make. The cases presented here represent different 

responses to a variety of problems, all of which present abortion as one of the available options. Since 1973, 

over 40 million abortions have been recorded in the United States. Over the last five years, the Center for 

Disease Control has recorded between 1.3 and 1.4 million each year. Some of the cases that follow made a 

contribution to that number; other chose to do so. 

 

Mass Schedule, this Weekend: Sat.-Sunday, January 17-18 
Saturday, January 17, Mass at 4:00 p.m.: 

 Mary Zaid Stees (Anniversary) by Libby Magnone 

 Donald Vince (Birthday) by his Children 

 MaryAnn Khoury by Richard Coury 

 Sam Jacovetty (Birhtday) by Patty & George Fahey 

Sunday, January 18, Mass at 10:30 a.m.: 

 Deceased of the Habdo Family by Carol Dougherty (OK) 

 Janis & George Thomas (Ohio) by their last will 

 Rosella Saseen, parents Nancepe & Helen, grandparents Shikrey & Helen Saseen by her last Will 



1.18.2026 Bulletin                     3 
   

 

 

Next Weekdays Mass Schedule 
Monday, January 19:      No Mass. Pastor’s day off. 

Tuesday, January 20, Mass at Noon: 

 Delia Conforti Cetorelli (Anniversary) by Larry & Lillian Siebieda & Family 

 Janis & George Thomas (Ohio) by their last will 

 Rosella Saseen, parents Nancepe & Helen, grandparents Shikrey & Helen Saseen by her last Will 

Wednesday, January 21: No Mass. 

Thursday, January 22, Mass at noon: 

 Elizabeth A. Magnone (Anniversary) by her daughter Libby G. Magnone 

 Tom & Mary K. Ferris by their daughter Denise 

 Dennis Fahey (Anniversary) by George & Patty fahey 

 Alois Marchy (Birthday) by Mary Ragase 

Friday, January 23:         No Mass. Clergy Retreat. 

 

Mass Schedule, next Weekend: Sat.-Sunday, January 24-25 
Saturday, January 24, Mass at 4:00 p.m.: 

 Sylvia Long, her husband Arthur, and her son Mark by her last will 

 Dave Sengewalt by Keith, Dominique and Claire Ridge 

 Kenny Joseph by Jana & EJ Joseph 

Sunday, January 25, Mass at 10:30 a.m.: 

 Dave Sengewalt by Keith, Dominique and Claire Ridge 

 Kenny Joseph by Betty & Rich Oberlander 

 Noel Foreman by his wife Anne and Family 

 

Coming Events in a glimpse 
Sunday, February 8 Complimentary brunch in the Cedar Hall after 10:30 am Mass on the 

occasion of the 75th birthday of Monsignor Bakhos. 

Monday, February 16 Ash Monday. Beginning of Lent season 

Masses are 12:00 Noon: Mass & Blessing with Ash 

          5:30 p.m.: Mass & Blessing with Ash 

Wednesday, February 18 Ash Wednesday 

Masses are 12:00 Noon: Mass & Blessing with Ash 

          5:30 p.m.: Mass & Blessing with Ash 

March 29 Palm Sunday 

April 5 Easter Sunday 

May 11-16 Spring Bake Sale 

Monday, May 11: Onion Prep 

Tuesday, May 12: Prep meat, roll kibbee balls 

Wednesday, May 13: Bake kibbee 

Thursday, May 14: Bake meat pies 

Saturday, May 16: Pick up orders 

Sunday, August 9 Mahrajan (Lebanese Festival) 

 

Rummage Sale Items Drop off (all Year Long) 
Please bring with you to the church all the items you wish to donate toward the Rummage Sale. Items are 

accepted all year long. The Cedar Club and the Women Society raise funds to cover the Building Insurance of 
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our church which exceeds $22,000. Any donation is accepted and helpful.  We will open the basement door for 

you anytime. Please call 304-233-1688 

 

Birthdays Wishes in the Coming Month 
January 23:  Dale Seidler Jr. 

January 28:  Nikki Popovich 

February 2:  David John 

February 4:  Lindsay Carl 

February 9:  Msgr. Bakhos Chidiac, Michael DiFabrizio 

February 10:  Sandra DeMuth 

February 11:  Charlotte Khourey 

February 14:  Diane Frenn 

February 15:  Nettie Seidler 

February 17:  Rebecca DiFabrizio 

February 18:    Larry Ferrera III 

Stations of the Cross (Starting Friday, February 20th) 
Every Friday during Lent, we celebrate the Mass at 5:30 p.m. It will be followed by the Stations of the Cross 

and Benediction of the Cross.  The “Stations of the Cross” is a devotion which consists of following the Passion 

of Our Lord Jesus Christ by recalling the fourteen prominent events that took place from the time of the trial 

under Pontius Pilate until His death and burial on Mount Calvary. Many Thanks to these generous families who 

sponsored light Lenten meal dinners for social hour after the Stations of the Cross. If any other family wants to 

participate in the meal for social hour, please ask and join the families listed below. 

 

Date: Volunteers Who are sponsoring the Light Meals on Fridays during Lent: 

1st Friday, February 20 Meal sponsors: Chris & Jeannette Wakim                                                  

2nd Friday, February 27 Meal Sponsors:  Liz & Jay Murad                                                               

3rd Friday, March 6 Meal Sponsors:  George & Susan Saseen & the Frenn Family                   

4th Friday, March 13 Meal Sponsors:  Susan & Ron Burns and Pat Stees & Libby Magnone  

5th Friday, March 20 Meal Sponsors:  Ron & kim Gibbons and Msgr Bakhos                            

6th Friday, March 27 Meal Sponsors: Dr. Nabiel & Nisrine Alkhouri                                          

Good Friday, April 3 Meal Sponsors:  The Cedar Club & Parishioners 

Easter Sunday, April 5 Happy Easter 

 

Please Pray for Those on Our Prayer List 
(Note:  Please call Msgr. Bakhos if you need your name added to our Prayer List. HIPPA regulations) 

Linda Mason, Fran Saseen, Joe Popovich, Earl & Linda Duffy, Nini Miller, Julia Schiess (daughter of Leo 

Bleifus), Mary Ragase, Mary Zigler (sister of Lillian Siebieda), Dolores Oser, Anthony Wakim, Sandra 

DeMuth, Justin Frenn, Elia Frenn, Patty Fahey, Fred Schweizer (brother of our organist Mary Lee Porter), 

Denny Albaugh, Rita Rae Sage, John Frazier. (son of Luane Frazier), 

 

Please Pray for Those on Our Prayer List 
(Note:  Please call Msgr. Bakhos if you need your name added to our Prayer List. HIPPA regulations) 

Linda Mason, Fran Saseen, Joe Popovich, Earl & Linda Duffy, Nini Miller, Julia Schiess (daughter of Leo 

Bleifus), Mary Ragase, Mary Zigler (sister of Lillian Siebieda), Dolores Oser, Anthony Wakim, Sandra 

DeMuth, Justin Frenn, Elia Frenn, Patty Fahey, Fred Schweizer (brother of our organist Mary Lee Porter), 

Denny Albaugh, Rita Rae Sage, John Frazier. (son of Luane Frazier), 

 

Question & Answer (#51) 
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Question #51: “Why does the Church always disagree with politics?” 

Answer: The Church doesn’t “always disagree with politics,” although its teachings contradict some 

people’s political ideas or positions. To understand what this means, we should be clear about what politics is. 

Politics is the art of governing a society. People sometimes disagree about the best way to govern 

society. When they do, their disagreements are political. For the most part, the Magisterium (the teaching office 

of the Church) doesn’t address political issues. Sometimes, however, a moral issue will have political 

implications. Then the Church does talk about politics, but only because it is obliged to talk about morality. 

Consider, for example, the issue of abortion. Because pre-born children are human beings, they have a 

right to life. Because government is obliged to protect and promote human rights, it is obliged to protect and 

promote the pre-born child’s right to life. 

When government passes laws or makes legal rulings that deny such a basic human right, it is the duty 

of the Church to speak out. Not because the Church is concerned with the details of politics or favors one 

political party or another — it doesn’t — but because basic human rights are at stake. 

There is a sense, however in which “the Church” ought to be fully involved with politics: when we mean 

by “the Church” not merely the Magisterium, but the individual members, especially the laity. Lay men and 

women are especially called to serve Christ in the world. This means they should apply their Christian moral 

values to examining and assessing the laws and practices of society. They should try their best to foster laws 

that uphold God’s moral law and do away with those that contradict it. They do this by voting, running for 

office, communicating with elected officials, peacefully protesting and other means. If elected, they would have 

an obligation to oppose or inhibit, to the limits of their power, any governmental policy or action in violation of 

the moral or natural law. 

Doing these things will not always be popular, but then again Jesus said his followers wouldn’t be 

popular with the world (Matt. 10:22, Luke 21:17). 

 

Spirituality: The Devil is alive and active in our world 
The devil exists as a personal being under God’s dominion and he tries to bring about man’s ruin in an 

ominous manner by prompting him to rebel against God and by instigating him to separate himself from God. 

In spite of that, however, with God’s help, man can resist Satan and remain faithful to God. 

There are at least 300 references to the devil in the New Testament, with a variety of names that denote 

the nature and wickedness of the devil. 

Jesus said to Satan: “Begone, Satan! For it is written: The Lord your God shall you adore and him 

only shall you serve.” (Mt 4:9-10) St. Peter warned us saying: “Be sober, be watchful. Your adversary, the 

evil, prowls around like a roaring lion seeking someone to devour.” (Ep.5:8) Pope Paul called Satan, “The 

treacherous and cunning enchanter who finds his way into us by way of senses, the imagination, lust, utopian 

logic, or disorderly social contacts in the give and take of life.” (General Audience, Nov. 15, 1972) 

Satan was described as fallen angel condemned to the “eternal fire” (Mt.25:41), “eternal punishment” 

(Mk 25:46); “everlasting fire” (Mk 9:43); “the fire is never extinguished” (Mk 9:48); “the smoke of their 

torments will go forever and ever” (Rev.14:11). 

It is our free will to choose Satan and once we do he can conquer us. But, through the power of 

confession, we are forgiven again and again and again until out last breath. God is mercy. You can do the sin a 

million times and a million times you are forgiven, but you must make an effort to change and stop this sin. 

God allows evil for you to conquer sin, but you must unite your will with his to recognize the situation. 

You ask, why would God allow all this to happen to me? God wants your soul. He wants you in heaven with 

him. If you have everything you want, how often do you pray? But if you lose everything and you suffer 

depression and despair, who do you turn to? God. So when someone insults you, hurts you and lies against you, 

praise God and look for the good in that individual because this is a test for you to conquer a certain sin. 

We alone cannot defeat Satan, but with Christ, we can. When you fail he has given us the sacrament of 

confession for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

Wisdom: amazing figures 
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The following is something to ponder......  

If you woke up this morning with more health than illness...you are more blessed than the million who 

will not survive this week.  

If you have never experienced the danger of battle, the loneliness of imprisonment, the agony of torture, 

or the pangs of starvation ... you are ahead of 500 million people in the world.  

If you can attend a church meeting without fear of harassment, arrest, torture, or death...you are more 

blessed than three billion people in the world.  

 If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof overhead and a place to sleep...you are 

richer than 75% of this world.  

If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare change in a dish someplace...you are among the 

top 8% of the world's wealthy.  

If your parents are still alive and still married...you are very rare, even in the United States.  

 If you hold up your head with a smile on your face and are truly thankful... you are blessed because the 

majority can, but most do not.  

 If you can hold someone's hand, hug them or even touch them on the shoulder...you are blessed because 

in a world that is dying from lack of touch, you can offer Spirit's healing embrace.  

 If you can read this message, you just received a double blessing in that someone was thinking of you, 

and furthermore, you are more blessed than over two billion people in the world that cannot read at all.  

Have a good day, count your blessings, and pass this along to remind everyone else how blessed we all 

are. 

 

Story: The Owl 
I was on the verge of capturing a dream teetering between two states: sleep and consciousness. I could 

faintly hear a voice calling me in the distance. I pulled the comforter over my head retreating further inside, 

letting the warmth envelop me, for the images were gone, but the memory of being soothed lingered. 

Once again, the burning question came to mind: Could separation by death really sever a lifetime 

connection? I had no answer. Then the voice called out once more. 

“Honey, come here. You have to see this.” ‘The voice belonged to my husband. 

“Uh-uh,” I mumbled diving deeper inside my cocoon. 

“Really, you do need to see this,” my husband said again. 

I wished to be left to the warmth and lingering tranquility. I voiced my objection again. 

“I don’t want to; it’s cold out there.” 

“Honey, you have got to see what is sitting on the window ledge.” 

Jack’s a very tenacious man. I finally relented. 

“Is the coffee made?” 

“Yes, and I saved you a muffin.” 

The coffee and muffin lured me from the bed, but I took my comforter with me. All wrapped up, I 

headed for the living room and my husband. 

“What’s going on?” 

“Look out the window,” he pointed smiling. 

“I turned and was amazed to see an owl sleeping on the window ledge. It was white, except for a 

sprinkling of black on the owl’s beak and tips of its feathers. 

“Has it been here long?” 

“It was here when I woke up.” 

“It’s beautiful.” I sat on the floor in front of the window and watched it breathe. “Why do you think it is 

here?” 

“I don’t know; we don’t have owls around here, unless it is a pet, or it escaped from a rescue. It may 

have bumped into the window chasing something out of the tree.” 

“Do you think it may be hurt?” 

“It may be stunned or just asleep.” 

I thought about that, then another thought suddenly came to mind as I remembered what day it was. 
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“It would have been Barbara’s birthday today,” I whispered to myself. 

My sister, Barbara died six months ago after a 15-month fight with breast cancer. I think of her every 

day. More than once, I’ve found myself dialing her phone number to share some observation. If she were alive, 

I’d be talking to her right now. I missed her, and knew I would for a long time. I was still intrigued by the 

visitor. Then I remembered the dream. 

“I dreamt about Barbara and her imaginary childhood companions. She had two mammoth elephants: 

Tundra and Mundra. She also had a white owl she called Snow. They were in a lush green forest close to a 

river. It was so powerful, and they seemed so happy to be together; it felt soothing. It left me so calm upon 

waking that I tried to recapture the dream. It seemed so real, then you started calling me.” 

“Barbara may have sent Snow to let you know she’s all right.” 

At that very moment, Snow opened its eyes and looked right into mine. For a few moments, we stared at 

one another with only the glass between us. I reached out and placed my hand against the window almost 

touching Snow, but for the glass. Its gold eyes bore into my green eyes, and then it turned and flew away. 

“What do you think, did Barbara send Snow?” 

“Barbara was subtle,” I said smiling. 

“Yes, you would’ve sent Tundra or Mundra,” he laughed. 

I laughed also, knowing my sister was somewhere laughing too and that our connection, though subtle, 

would endure forever. 
 

Jokes (203) 

The Self 
The sage Uddalaka taught his son Svetaketu to see the One behind the appearance of the many.  

He did this by means of several parables like the one that follows: 

One day he said to his son, “Put this salt in water and come back to me in the morning.” 

The boy did as he was told and the next day his father said, “Please bring me the salt you put in the water 

yesterday.” 

“I cannot find it,” said the boy. “It has dissolved.” 

“Taste the water from the side of the dish,” said Uddalaka. “What taste does it have?” 

“Salt.” 

“Sip it in the middle. What is it like?” 

“Sip it from the other side of the dish. What is it like?” 

“Salt” 

“Throw it away,” said the father. 

The boy did so and observed that after the water had evaporated, the salt reappeared. Then Uddalaka said, “You 

cannot perceive God here, my son, but in fact he is here.” 

 

(Those who seek for enlightenment fail to find it for they fail to understand that the object of the search is the 

seeker. God, like beauty, is in the I of the beholder.) 

Prayer 
A man went to see a psychiatrist and said that every night he was visited by a twelve-foot dragon with three 

heads. He was a nervous wreck, could not sleep at all and was on the verge of total collapse. He had even 

thought of suicide. 

“I think I can help you,” said the psychiatrist, “But I must warn you that it will take a year or two and will cost 

three thousand dollars.” 

“Three thousand dollars!“ the man exclaimed. “Forget it! I’ll go home and make friends with it.” 

Truth 
A passenger was completely lost between the decks of a great Atlantic liner. He finally ran into a steward and 

asked for help in finding his cabin. 
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“What was the number of your cabin, sir?” asked the steward. “I couldn’t tell you, but I’d know it at once, 

because it had a lighthouse outside the pothole.” 

Extra Golf Pants 
A man was golfing with his buddies. He reached into his bag for a club, and an extra pair of pants fell out of the 

bag. His friends were curious why he had an extra pair of pants in his golf bag. The man explained, "Oh, I 

always bring an extra pair of pants when I golf... just in case I get a hole in one."  

 

Famous Quotes (91) 
“If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will 

be given to you.” – James 1:5 

 

“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.” – Psalm 119:105 

 

“In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s 

grace.” – Ephesians 1:7 

 

“For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in 

whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” – Colossians 1:13-14 

 

“As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.” – Psalms 103:12 

 

“I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.” – 

Isaiah 43:25 

 

“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” – Romans 8:1 

 

“And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” – Matthew 28:20 

 

“Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?” – Psalms 139:7 

 

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your God goes with you; 

he will never leave you nor forsake you.” – Deuteronomy 31:6 

 

“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not 

sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.” – 

Isaiah 43:2 

 

“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat 

with that person, and they with me.” – Revelation 3:20 

 

“I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten—the great locust and the young locust, the other locust 

and the locust swarm—my great army that I sent among you.” – Joel 2:25 

 

“And provide for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of 

joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.” – Isaiah 61:3 

 

“He refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake.” – Psalms 23:3 

 

“And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, 

will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.” – 1 Peter 5:10 
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“Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.” – Psalms 51:12 

 

 


