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Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Catholic Church
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I** Sunday after Epiphany

*Weekend Masses: Saturdays: Mass at 4:00 p.m. and Sundays: Mass at 10:30 a.m.
*Weekday Masses: Tuesdays and Thursdays Mass at 12:00 Noon

Mondays and Wednesdays and Fridays: No Mass. Pastor’s office work.
*Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament: Every 1% Saturday and Sunday of the month after Mass.

*Confession: Saturday: 3:00 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. or any other time by appointment.
*Baptism: Please call the Pastor as soon as baby is born; at least one Godparent must be Catholic.

*Weddings: Please make arrangements at least six months in advance before any other plans are made.
*Sick Calls & Anointing of the Sick: Please notify the Pastor at 304-233-1688

*Parish Council: Lou Khourey, Susan (John) Burns, Mark McLaughlin, Liz Murad, Gary Weisner.
*Choir Members: Lou Khourey, Robert Harris, Joe Simon, Shelly Hancher, Holly Stahl.

*Bulletin Coordinator: Thomasina Geimer
*Altar Servers: Joe Roxby and Christopher AlKhouri
*Cedar Club: Linda Duffy, President

*Women’s Society: Jeannette Wakim, President
T T T T T T T
*Bulletin Announcements:
Submit all Bulletin Information to Msgr. Bakhos by Noon on Tuesday every week.
*New Parishioners:
We welcome you with great joy & invite you to officially register as one of our parishioners.
*Remember the Church in your Last Will & Testament: Her prayers will accompany you to heaven.


mailto:ololwv@comcast.net
http://www.ololwv.com/
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Gospel Reflection: 1* Sunday after Epiphany

Readings: Is 40:6-11; 2Cor 10:1-11 and Jn 1:29-34

After thirty years of hidden growth, here is a surprising happening, and one full of consequences. Here,
among the crowds of people called to repentance by John, Jesus undergoes an indescribable experience. The
Precursor’s baptism becomes for Jesus, the sinless One, a kind of door through which he passes in search of
sinners. He will share in their lot and redirect toward God a creation, now, at last, on its true course. So Jesus
descends into the Jordan to “Do all that righteousness demands.” (Mt 3:15).

To this humble inauguration of a new and purified future, the very heavens open and reveal divine
secrets. The Holy Spirit comes down on Jesus and a voice speaks: “You are my Son...” (Mk 1:11) Jesus has
always been the well-beloved of the Father, but today he finds himself established in his role of Servant -like a
new Isaac ready for sacrifice. Jesus will show himself to be truly the Son and Servant of his Father as, under the
impulse of the Holy Spirit, he forms step by step a new and entirely filial humanity.

“There is a baptism I must still receive, and how great is my distress till it is over.” (Lk 12:50) Do you,
a Christian, not realize that “baptized as you are in Christ Jesus, you are also baptized into his death, so that
you may live a new life?” (Rom 6:3) Attuned, like him, to the invisible, you must keep to your baptismal
promise or fail from Grace.

Reflection of the Week (3)

Do not be afraid that you are not good enough, for God has created each one of us with a piece of his
goodness within us.

Do not be afraid that you do not have enough to give, all God asks is that do what you can with what
you have.

Do not be afraid that you are not successful enough, for God measures the hearts, not the results.

Do not be afraid that you are not loud enough in your praise or demonstrative in your religion, for God
is praised most fully in the quiet, loving kindness we extend to one another.

Do not be afraid that you lack the courage or generosity to be a saint, for God gives us the grace to make
miracles happen in the most ordinary of circumstances.

Do not be afraid that you are not loving enough, for God loves enough for all of us.

Mass Schedule, this Weekend: Sat.-Sunday, January 10-11

Saturday, January 10, Mass at 4:00 p.m.:
1 Eva M. Coury by Richard Coury
T Vincent & Agnes Jacovetty (Ann) by Patty & George Fahey
1 Samuel & Lilly Hebdo by their daughter Rose Oberst
Sunday, January 11, Mass at 10:30 a.m.:
T Mary Zaid Stees, Elizabeth A. Magnone, Tom Ferris by Libby G. Magnone
T Tom & Mary K. Ferris by their daughter Denise Ferris
T Jim Thomas (Ann) by Dr Adel, Diane & Justin Frenn and Andreah & Zack & Christian Riedel

Next Weekdays Mass Schedule

Monday, January 12:  No Mass. Clergy Retreat.
Tuesday, January 13:  No Mass. Clergy Retreat.
Wednesday, January 14: No Mass. Clergy Retreat.
Thursday, January 15: No Mass. Clergy Retreat.
Friday, January 16: No Mass. Clergy Retreat.

Mass Schedule, next Weekend: Sat.-Sunday, January 17-18

Saturday, January 17, Mass at 4:00 p.m.:
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T Donald Vince (Birthday) by his Children

1 MaryAnn Khoury by Richard Coury

T Sam Jacovetty (Birhtday) by Patty & George Fahey
Sunday, January 18, Mass at 10:30 a.m.:

1 Deceased of the Habdo Family by Carol Dougherty (OK)
T Janis & George Thomas (Ohio) by their last will
T Rosella Saseen, parents Nancepe & Helen, grandparents Shikrey & Helen Saseen by her last Will

Coming Events in a glimpse

Mon. Jan.12 thru Fri. Jan.16 | No daily Mass. Clergy Retreat.

Sunday, February 8 Complimentary brunch in the Cedar Hall after 10:30 am Mass on the

occasion of the 75" birthday of Monsignor Bakhos.

Monday, February 16 Ash Monday. Beginning of Lent season

Masses are 12:00 Noon: Mass & Blessing with Ash
5:30 p.m.: Mass & Blessing with Ash

Wednesday, February 18 Ash Wednesday

Masses are 12:00 Noon: Mass & Blessing with Ash
5:30 p.m.: Mass & Blessing with Ash

March 29 Palm Sunday

April 5 Easter Sunday

April 18 or April 25 Spring Bake Sale

Or May 2 or May 9

Sunday, August 9 Mahrajan (Lebanese Festival)

Rummage Sale Items Drop off (all Year Long)
Please bring with you to the church all the items you wish to donate toward the Rummage Sale. Items are
accepted all year long. The Cedar Club and the Women Society raise funds to cover the Building Insurance of

our church which exceeds $22,000. Any donation is accepted and helpful. We will open the basement door for
you anytime. Please call 304-233-1688

Birthdays Wishes in the Coming Month

January 11:
January 23:
January 28:
February 2:
February 4:
February 9:
February 10:
February 11:

Jennifer Klein

Dale Seidler Jr.

Nikki Popovich

David John

Lindsay Carl

Msgr. Bakhos Chidiac, Michael DiFabrizio
Sandra DeMuth

Charlotte Khourey

Your Church Support Last Week

$1,725.00 Sunday Collection

43.00 Candles

13.00 Coffee hour

$1,781.00 Total Deposits: May God reward you abundantly for supporting your spiritual home!
Finance Committee: Lou Khourey, Susan Burns, Liz Murad, Mark McLaughlin

Stations of the Cross (Starting Friday, February 20")

Every Friday during Lent, we celebrate the Mass at 5:30 p.m. It will be followed by the Stations of the Cross
and Benediction of the Cross. The “Stations of the Cross” is a devotion which consists of following the Passion
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of Our Lord Jesus Christ by recalling the fourteen prominent events that took place from the time of the trial
under Pontius Pilate until His death and burial on Mount Calvary. Many Thanks to these generous families who
sponsored light Lenten meal dinners for social hour after the Stations of the Cross. If any other family wants to
participate in the meal for social hour, please ask and join the families listed below.

Date: Volunteers Who are sponsoring the Light Meals on Fridays during Lent:
1% Friday, February 20 | Meal sponsors: Chris & Jeannette Wakim v
2" Friday, February 27 | Meal Sponsors: Liz & Jay Murad v
3" Friday, March 6 Meal Sponsors: George & Susan Saseen & the Frenn Family v
4™ Friday, March 13 Meal Sponsors: Susan & Ron Burns and Pat Stees & Libby Magnone v
5" Friday, March 20 Meal Sponsors: ????777777777222277?

6" Friday, March 27 Meal Sponsors: Dr. Nabiel & Nisrine Alkhouri v
Good Friday, April 3 Meal Sponsors: The Cedar Club & Parishioners

Easter Sunday, April 5 Happy Easter

Please Pray for Those on Our Prayer List

(Note: Please call Msgr. Bakhos if you need your name added to our Prayer List. HIPPA regulations)
Linda Mason, Fran Saseen, Joe Popovich, Earl & Linda Duffy, Nini Miller, Julia Schiess (daughter of Leo
Bleifus), Mary Ragase, Mary Zigler (sister of Lillian Siebieda), Dolores Oser, Anthony Wakim, Sandra
DeMuth, Justin Frenn, Elia Frenn, Patty Fahey, Fred Schweizer (brother of our organist Mary Lee Porter),
Denny Albaugh, Rita Rae Sage, John Frazier. (son of Luane Frazier),

Question & Answer (#50)

Question #50; “Some of my friends are Buddhists. Explain what Buddhism is and what it teaches.”

Answer: Buddhism was founded by Siddhartha Gautama, known as the Buddha (Enlightened One), in
southern Nepal in the sixth and fifth centuries B.C. It is an offshoot of Hinduism. The Buddha is said to have
achieved “enlightenment” through meditation. He then gathered a community of monks to carry on his
teachings.

Buddhism is basically agnostic on the question of God’s existence. It is also more of a philosophy than a
religion, since it claims no real divine revelation.

Buddhism teaches that through meditation and the practice of good religious and moral behavior, one
can reach “Nirvana,” which is the state of enlightenment. Before reaching Nirvana, one is subjected to repeated
reincarnations. The new life is either good or bad depending on your actions or “karma” from past lives.

There are four “noble truths” (doctrines) of the Buddhist. They include: existence is a realm of suffering;
desire and the belief in one’s importance causes this suffering; reaching Nirvana ends suffering; and Nirvana is
attained only by meditation and by following the path of righteousness in action and attitude.

Spirituality: Death

Death is meant to be our true birth, our beginning. Christianity, in contrast to paganism, always blesses
her children’s spiritual birth into eternity. In the liturgy, the day on which a saint dies is called his natilitia, or
birthday. The world celebrates a birthday on the day a person is born to physical life; the Church celebrates it
when a person is born to eternal life. There are only three exceptions to this, and they were made for very good
reasons: the only physical birthdays in the liturgy are those:
1- of Our Divine Lord (December 25);
2- of the Blessed Mother (September §);
3- and of Saint John the Baptist (June 24).
This is because each of these births marked a special infusion of Divine Life into the world:

a= Our Lord is Eternal Life;

b= the Blessed Mother, through her Immaculate Conception, participated in that Eternal Life
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from the first moment of her Conception;
c= and Saint John the Baptist was sanctified in his mother’s womb when he was visited by His
Lord, still tabernacled within the Blessed Mother.
These three exceptions rather prove than contradict the rule that life comes through death, spirituality
through mortification, and the saving of the soul in eternity through the losing of it in time.
Bishop Fulton SHEEN, Peace of Soul, 1949, pp.219-220

Wisdom: alms

Give alms from your possessions to all who live uprightly, and do not let your eye begrudge the gift
when you make it. Do not turn your face away from any poor man, and the face of God will not be turned away
from you.

If you have many possessions, make your gift from them in proportion; if few, do not be afraid to give
according to the little you have. So you will be laying up a good treasure for yourself against the day of
necessity.

For charity delivers from death and keeps you from entering the darkness; and for all who practice it,
charity is an excellent offering in the presence of the Most High.

Do not add money to money, but consider it as rubbish as compared to our child. For the life that is
given to us by the Lord is enough for us. --New American Bible, Catholic Edition

Story: The Our Father

Our Father Who Art In Heaven. YES? Don't interrupt me. I'm praying. BUT -- YOU CALLED ME.
Called you? No, I didn't call you. I'm praying. Our Father who art in heaven. THERE -- YOU DID IT AGAIN.
Did what? CALLED ME. YOU SAID, 'OUR FATHER, WHO ART IN HEAVEN'. WELL, HERE I AM.
WHAT'S ON YOUR MIND?

But, I didn't mean anything by it. [ was, you know, just saying my prayers for the day. I always say the Lord's
Prayer. It makes me feel good, kind of like fulfilling a duty.

WELL, ALL RIGHT. GO ON. Okay, Hallowed be Thy name... HOLD IT RIGHT THERE. WHAT DO YOU
MEAN BY THAT? By what? BY "HALLOWED BE THY NAME"? It means, it means ... good grief, I don't
know what it means. How in the world should I know? It's just a part of the prayer. By the way, what does it
mean? [T MEANS HONORED, HOLY, WONDERFUL. Hey, that makes sense. I never thought about what
'hallowed' meant before. Thanks. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. DO YOU
REALLY MEAN THAT? Sure, why not? WHAT ARE YOU DOING ABOUT IT? Doing? Why, nothing, I
guess. [ just think it would be kind of neat if you got control of everything down here like you have up

there. We're kinda in a mess down here you know. YES, | KNOW; BUT, HAVE I GOT CONTROL OF YOU?
Well, I go to church. THAT ISN'T WHAT I ASKED YOU. WHAT ABOUT YOUR BAD

TEMPER? YOU'VE REALLY GOT A PROBLEM THERE, YOU KNOW. AND THEN THERE'S THE
WAY YOU SPEND YOUR MONEY -- ALL ON YOURSELF.

Now hold on just a minute! Stop picking on me! I'm just as good as some of the rest of those people at
church! EXCUSE ME. 1 THOUGHT YOU WERE PRAYING FOR MY WILL TO BE DONE. IF THAT IS
TO HAPPEN, IT WILL HAVE TO START WITH THE ONES WHO ARE PRAYING FOR IT. LIKE YOU --
FOR EXAMPLE.

Oh, all right. I guess I do have some hang-ups. Now that you mention it, I could probably name some others.
SO COULD I. I haven't thought about it very much until now, but I really would like to cut out some of those
things. [ would like to, you know, be really free. GOOD. NOW WE'RE GETTING SOMEWHERE. WE'LL
WORK TOGETHER -- YOU AND ME. I'M PROUD OF YOU. Look, Lord, if you don't mind, I need to finish
up here. This is taking a lot longer than it usually does. Give us this day, our daily bread. YOU NEED TO CUT
OUT THE BREAD. YOU'RE OVERWEIGHT AS IT IS. Hey, wait a minute! What is this? Here I was doing
my religious duty, and all of a sudden you break in and remind me of all my hang-ups. PRAYING IS A
DANGEROUS THING. YOU JUST MIGHT GET WHAT YOU ASK FOR. REMEMBER, YOU CALLED
ME -- AND HERE I AM. IT'S TOO LATE TO STOP NOW. KEEP PRAYING ....pause.... WELL, GO ON.
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I'm scared to. SCARED? OF WHAT? I know what you'll say. TRY ME. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. WHAT ABOUT CAROL? See? I knew it! I knew you would bring her up! Why,
Lord, she's told lies about me, spread stories. She never paid back the money she owes me. I've sworn to get
even with her! BUT -- YOUR PRAYER -- WHAT ABOUT YOUR PRAYER? I didn't -- mean it. WELL, AT
LEAST YOU'RE HONEST. BUT, IT'S QUITE A LOAD CARRYING AROUND ALL THAT BITTERNESS
AND RESENTMENT ISN'T IT? Yes, but I'll feel better as soon as I get even with her. Boy, have I got some
plans for her. She'll wish she had never been born.

NO, YOU WON'T FEEL ANY BETTER. YOU'LL FEEL WORSE. REVENGE ISN'T SWEET. YOU
KNOW HOW UNHAPPY YOU ARE -- WELL, I CAN CHANGE THAT. You can? How? FORGIVE
CAROL. THEN, I'LL FORGIVE YOU; AND THE HATE AND SIN WILL BE CAROL'S PROBLEM -- NOT
YOURS. YOU WILL HAVE SETTLED THE PROBLEM AS FAR AS YOU ARE CONCERNED.

Oh, you know, you're right. You always are. And more than I want revenge, [ want to be right with
You...(sigh). All right...all right...I forgive her.

THERE NOW! WONDERFUL! HOW DO YOU FEEL?

Hmmmm. Well, not bad. Not bad at all! In fact, I feel pretty great! You know, I don't think I'll go to bed
uptight tonight. I haven't been getting much rest, you know.

YEAH, | KNOW. BUT, YOU'RE NOT THROUGH WITH YOUR PRAYER ARE YOU? GO ON. Oh, all
right. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

GOOD! GOOD! I'LL DO THAT. JUST DON'T PUT YOURSELF IN A PLACE WHERE YOU CAN BE
TEMPTED. What do you mean by that? YOU KNOW WHAT I MEAN. Yeah. I know. OKAY. GO AHEAD.
FINISH YOUR PRAYER. For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

DO YOU KNOW WHAT WOULD BRING ME GLORY - WHAT WOULD REALLY MAKE ME HAPPY?
No, but I'd like to know. I want to please you now. I've really made a mess of things. I want to truly follow
you. I can see now how great that would be. So, tell me ... how do I make you happy?

YOU JUST DID

Jokes (202)

Religion

A traveler was walking along the road one day when a man on horseback rushed by. There was an evil look in
his eyes and blood on his hands.

Minutes later a crowd of riders drew up and wanted to know if the traveler had seen someone with blood on his
hands go by. They were in hot pursuit of him. “Who is he?” the traveler asked.

“An evil-doer,” said the leader of the crowd.

“And you pursue him in order to bring him to justice?”

“No”, said the leader, “We pursue him in order to show him the way.”

Love

The family was gathered at dinner. The oldest boy announced he was going to marry the girl across the street.
“But her family didn’t leave her a penny,” objected his father. “And she hasn’t saved a cent,” added mother.
“She doesn’t know a thing about football,” said junior.

“I’ve never seen a girl with such funny hair,” said sister.

“All she does is read novels,” said uncle.

“And such poor taste in the choice of her clothes,” said aunt. “But she isn’t sparing of the powder and the
paint,” said grandma.

“True,” said the boy, “But she has one supreme advantage over all of us.”

“What’s that?” everyone wanted to know.

“She has no family!”

One for the Road

Three retired soldiers were driving leisurely in the country one summer morning. All three were slightly hard of
hearing. One said: “Is this wembley?”



1.11.2026 Bulletin 7

“No”, said the next one. “It’s Thursday.”
“So am 1,” said the last one. “Let’s stop and have one.”

Religion
Child in geography class; “The benefit of longitude and latitude is that when you are drowning you can call out
what longitude and latitude you are in and they will find you.”

No Game like Golf

Golf'is a simple sport. All you do is go out with three friends, play eighteen holes, and return with three
enemies.

Doctor's Privilege

A man and his wife were playing golf on the ninth green when she collapsed from what appeared to be a heart
attack.

"I need help!" the woman gasped.

Her husband ran off and told her he would get help. A few minutes later the man returned and began to make his
putt into the ninth hole.

His wife looked up from the ground and asked him what he thought he was doing.

The man told his wife, "Don't worry, I found a doctor. I'm just finishing my putt while we wait."

"But where is the doctor?" the woman asked with all the strength she could muster.

The man walked a short distance to the next tee, teed his ball, and drove it toward the tenth hole. He then
answered, "I found a doctor on the sixth hole."

The woman probed, "You found a doctor on the sixth hole and came back by yourself. Where is that doctor?"
"He won't be very long," the man answered confidently. "The guys on the seventh and eighth holes agreed to let
him play through."

Famous Quotes (90)

“So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the
pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.” — Matthew 6:31-32

“The Lord your God has blessed you in all the work of your hands. He has watched over your journey through
this vast wilderness. These forty years the Lord your God has been with you, and you have not lacked

anything.” — Deuteronomy 2:7

“If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your
Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!” — Matthew 7:11

“And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.” — Philippians 4:7

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled and do not be afraid.” — John 14:27

“You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust in you.” — Isaiah 26:3
“The Lord gives strength to his people; the Lord blesses his people with peace.” — Psalms 29:11

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take
heart! I have overcome the world.” — John 16:33



1.11.2026 Bulletin 8

“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future,
nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” — Romans 8:38-39

“This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live
through him.” — 1 John 4:9

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His love endures forever.” — Psalms 136:1

“And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy
people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ.” — Ephesians 3:17-19

“I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with unfailing kindness.” — Jeremiah 31:3

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him,
and he will make your paths straight.” — Proverbs 3:5-6

“Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths. Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my
Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.” — Psalm 25:4-5

“Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, ‘This is the way;
walk in it.”” — Isaiah 30:21



