Special Bulletin

Christmas 2025

Merry Christmas From all of us

*Weekend Masses:  Saturdays: Mass at 4:00 p.m.
Sundays: Mass at 10:30 a.m.

*Weekday Masses:  Mondays and Wednesdays and Fridays: No Mass.
Tuesdays and Thursdays: Mass at 12:00 Noon

*Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament:
Every 1% Saturday & Sunday of the month after Mass.

*Confession: Saturday: 3:00 p.m.-3:45 p.m. or any other time by appointment

*Baptism: Please call the Pastor as soon as baby is born; at least one
Godparent must be Catholic.

*Weddings: Please make arrangements at least six months in advance before
any other plans are made.

*Sick Calls & Anointing of the Sick:
Please notify the Pastor at 304-233-1688

*Parish Council: Lou Khourey, Susan (John) Burns, Mark McLaughlin,

Liz Murad, Gary Weisner.

*Choir Members: Lou Khourey, Robert Harris, Joe Simon, Holly Stahl.

*Bulletin Coordinator: Thomasina Geimer

*Altar Servers: Joe Roxby and Christopher AlKhouri

*Cedar Club: Linda Duffy, President

*Women’s Society: Jeannette Wakim, President

T T T T T T

*Bulletin Announcements: Submit all Bulletin Information to Msgr. Bakhos
by Noon on Tuesday every week.



https://www.pinterest.com/pin/340303315578313061/
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Christmas

Readings: Heb 1:1-12 and Lk 2:1-20

The busy season of Advent can be a most crucial on for Christian priests. We find ourselves in
competition with the advertisers and store owners for the attention of our congregations. Television ads are
preparing people for a holiday while we are preparing people for a holy day.

The Christmas message we proclaim in the midst of the merchandising din of a semi-pagan culture can
be summed up in a Gospel passage by St. John: “God loved the world so much that He gave His only Son so
that everyone who believes in Him may not die but have eternal life” (Jn 3:16).

The eternal God, the omnipotent God was born as a baby in a stable cave outside of Bethlehem. This is
good news. In fact this is such good news that many men and women believe it is too good to be true.

As a disciple of Jesus, I must first convince myself that “God is with us” is an historical event. I came to
understand this truth by reading Romano Guardini’s book called, “The Lord.” Father Guardini simply explained
the miracle by stating “love does such things,” Yes, surely God’s perfect love can unite heaven and earth, the
divine and the human. Once convinced | am obliged to share the miracle of Christmas with my brothers and
sisters.

Paradoxically our secular (culture) helps me as a priest in persuading people to accept the true meaning
of Christmas. In every human being there is a void, an emptiness, and a longing to be filled. In depths of every
human soul there is a desire for love, for meaning, for the eternal. The Christmas event in a unique way reveals
God’s unconditional love; gives purpose to life and a promise for everlasting life. God has created the human
heart for Christmas.

As Catholics, we will celebrate the fullness of the Christmas mystery as we attend Mass. In our belief in
bread and wine becoming the Body and Blood of Jesus, we live the Christmas story. We are angels in the sky,
shepherds in the stable, wise men come from afar; we are in the real presence of Jesus.

By Father Patrick McDonough, Pastor of St. Francis of Assisi Parish in St. Albans.

Merry Christmas From The Heart

The heavenly Christmas Star is shining brightly in the East!!! It is shedding its rays of Joy on us who are
waiting impatiently the dwelling of the Divine Child among us poor sinners.

In our Liturgy we exclaim with Saint John Chrysostom, “O Word of God, who can comprehend that
you willingly emptied yourself of your divine glory?

Who can explain your miraculous birth from a virgin? Who can repay you for your saving passion which
you freely endured?
Who can praise your plan of salvation for us?

We can only ask of you, O Lover of all people, that this sacrifice which we have offered be accepted on
your altar in heaven, the dwelling place of your hidden divinity, in the company of the angels and saints.”
This Christmas coincides with my 34" Anniversary to the Priesthood. | was ordained in Sydney,

Australia, on December 21%, 1991.

| am grateful to the Lord for granting me the honor to serve his Holy Altar and for giving me many
brothers and sisters like you.

In every parish | served, | made only a handful of big-hearted friends and you are one of them. There is
something special about you. I am proud of you and | thank you for being there for me when I needed you the
most.

As the New Year is also approaching, I wish you all the best in health and success of life. | will pray for
your special intentions that the prayers of your heart be answered and your dreams come true.

May our miraculous Blessed Mother extend her mantle of love, comfort and protection over you and
your family members and bless the work of your hands.

Sincerely yours in Christ, Msgr. Bakhos Chidiac
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Christmas Reflection: Fear is the nemy of Joy

“The angel said ..., Do not be afraid, Mary.” Luke 1:30

The words “Do not be afraid” appear in various phrases 365 times in the Bible. (Think of that—one for
each day of the year!) Jesus said it many times, in different contexts. “Fear is useless; what you need is trust”
(Mark 5:36). Fear is the enemy of joy, so we can be sure Jesus wants us to be free of it. From the very
beginning the Angel Gabriel brought us the same message, “Do not be afraid, Mary; I have come to bring you
tidings of great joy.”

Advent, the time of preparing for Christmas, is ideal for shedding our fears and increasing our trust.
Focus on the present moment. Do not let the past weigh you down, and do not live in dread about the future.
Now is the only time you can enjoy life. “The secret of happiness and sanctity rests in our fidelity to the deity of
the present moment,” said the French Jesuit spiritual master, John-Pierre de Caussaude.

Christmas Reflection:Rejoice in the Lord always

Christ came to bring joy. Because of that, the Church has a theology of joy, which is grounded in God’s
infinite love for each of us.

The opening declaration of the Catechism of the Catholic Church reflects the truth that God wants to
give us divine joy. God, “in a plan of sheer goodness, freely created” us to share in divine life. Always and
everywhere God draws close to us. We are called to seek, to know and to love God with all our strength. God
sent Christ to be our Redeemer and Savior, and through Christ invites all to become adopted children, and heirs
of God’s own blessed life.

To be an heir of God’s blessed life is to share in divine bliss both here and hereafter. We were made to
know, love and serve God in this world, and to be happy with God forever in the next.

The theological foundation of our joy is rooted in God’s love. God created us to be happy forever in the
divine presence. God wants us to be happy not only in the next world, but in this one as well.

Joy is the foundation of Christian revelation. As a community of faith, we are in a spiritual climate of
joyful expectation this and every Advent. At Christmas, certainly, but every day as well, Jesus wants our joy to
be full.

Christmas Reflection: You will NEVER Regret

You will never regret:
Showing kindness to an aged person;
destroying a letter written in anger;
offering an apology that will save a friendship;
stopping a scandal that was ruining a reputation;
helping a boy or girl find him/her self;
taking time to show consideration to family and friends.

Christmas Mass Schedule

Wednesday, December 24: Christmas Eve Masses.

4:00 p.m.: 1 Shirley Elias Nickerson and Deceased of the Elias Family by their loving Children
7 David Sengewalt by Sue Jochum
1 Noel Foreman by his wife Anne and Family

10:00 p.m.: Christmas Midnight Mass
1 David Sengewalt by Mary Susan Parsons
T Kenny Joseph by Sam & Barb Metz
1 Noel Foreman by his wife Anne and Family
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Thursday, December 25: Christmas Day Mass.
10:30 a.m.: ¥ David Sengewalt by Lou & Charlotte Khourey
1 Kenny Joseph by Jana and EJ Joseph
7 Noel Foreman by his wife Anne and Family
Friday, December 26: No Mass. Post Christmas vacation.

Mass Schedule, next Weekend: Sat.-Sunday, December 27-28

Saturday, December 27, Mass at 4:00 p.m.:

1 Kenny Joseph by Jana and EJ Joseph

1 Dave Sengewalt by The Sofka Family

1 Noel Foreman by his wife Anne and Family
Sunday, December 28, Mass at 10:30 a.m.:

1 Kenny Joseph by Jana and EJ Joseph

1 Dave Sengewalt by Dale & Blondie Ennis

1 Noel Foreman by his wife Anne and Family

New Year Week Masses Schedule

Monday, December 29: No Mass
Tuesday, December 30: No Mass
Wednesday, December 31 at 4:00 p.m.:
4:00 p.m.: New Year’s Eve Mass (No Noon Mass and no Midnight Mass)
T Kenny Joseph by Jana and EJ Joseph
1 Dave Sengewalt by Bob & Karen Rose
1 Noel Foreman by his wife Anne and Family
Thursday, January 1%, 2026 at 10:30 a.m.: New Year’s Day (Day of Obligation)
10:30 a.m.: New Year’s Day Mass (No Noon Mass)
1 Kenny Joseph by Jana and EJ Joseph
1 Dave Sengewalt by Philp & Mary Jane Bentz
1 Noel Foreman by his wife Anne and Family

Birthdays Wishes in the Coming Month

December 25: Shelly Hancher

December 27: Luke Lenz, Jay Murad

January 1: Nancy Joseph

January 3: Kenzie Shia-Gray

January 6: Gina Stees

January 7: Jacob Fadoul Wilson

January 10:  Marjorie John, Mary Petros-Hill
January 11:  Jennifer Klein

January 23:  Dale Seidler Jr.

Please Pray for Those on Our Prayer List

(Note: Please call Msgr. Bakhos if you need your name added to our Prayer List. HIPPA regulations)

Fran Saseen, Joe Popovich, Earl & Linda Duffy, Nini Miller, Julia Schiess (daughter of Leo Bleifus), Mary
Ragase, Mary Zigler (sister of Lillian Siebieda), Dolores Oser, Anthony Wakim, Sandra DeMuth, Justin Frenn,
Elia Frenn, Patty Fahey, Fred Schweizer (brother of our organist Mary Lee Porter), Denny Albaugh, Rita Rae
Sage, John Frazier. (son of Luane Frazier),

Question & Answer (#47)

Question #47: “Are we allowed to attend an ‘all denominations’ Christian retreat?”
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Answer: It’s not necessarily wrong to attend this type of retreat. However, you should be careful,
especially if you’re not thoroughly grounded in your Catholic Faith. It could be confusing or even misleading.

Because retreats are often emotional experiences, you might confuse the “good feelings” you have on
retreat with “truth.” Simply because something “feels good” doesn’t mean it’s true. Likewise, just because
something doesn’t “feel good” doesn’t make it wrong or false. Feelings are neither true nor false; they’re just
feelings.

Also, so called non-denominational or interdenominational events can sometimes be subtly anti-
Catholic. Not that the people necessarily intend them to be — they may not even realize it themselves. They just
think that being a Christian means believing their way and they don’t always appreciate the fact that Catholics
hold other ideas.

It would be wise to ask the leaders a few questions before signing up for the retreat. For example, what
do they think about the Catholic Church? Do they believe Catholics are Christians, too? Will you be encouraged
to participate in a non-Catholic communion service (which you may not do)? Can you leave at any time during
the retreat? Are there Catholics among the retreat leaders?

The answers to these questions should help you decide whether or not it would be wise to take part in
the retreat.

Spirituality: Counting Catholics
The number of Catholics in the world is creeping toward an official 1 billion, according to the Vatican’s Central
Office of Church Statistics.

The newest edition of the office’s Statistical Yearbook of the church says the world’s Catholic population totals
989.4 million.

According to the Yearbook, the five countries with the most Catholics are:

Brazil with 134.8 million Catholics.

Mexico with 86.3 million.

The Philippines with 58.7 million.

The United States with 57 million.

Italy with 55.6 million.

Christmas Reflection: Letter from Jesus

It has come to my attention that many of you are upset that folks are taking My name out of the season.

How | personally feel about this celebration can probably be most easily understood by those of you who have
been blessed with children of your own. I don't care what you call the day. If you want to celebrate My birth,
just GET ALONG AND LOVE ONE ANOTHER.

Now, having said that let Me go on. If it bothers you that the town in which you live doesn't allow a scene
depicting My birth, then just get rid of a couple of Santas and snowmen and put in a small Nativity scene on
your own front lawn. If you don't have a lawn, place a photo of my birth on your door or in your window. If all
my followers did that, there wouldn't be any need for such a scene on the town square because there would be
so many of them all around town.

Stop worrying about the fact that people are calling the tree a holiday tree, instead of a Christmas tree. It was |
who made all trees. You can remember Me anytime you see any tree. Decorate a grape vine if you wish: |
actually spoke of that one in a teaching, explaining who I am in relation to you and what each of our tasks were.
If you have forgotten that one, look up John 15: 1 - 8.

If you want to give Me a present in remembrance of My birth here is my wish list. Choose something from it:

1. Instead of writing protest letters objecting to the way My birthday is being celebrated, write letters of love
and hope to soldiers away from home. They are terribly afraid and lonely this time of year. | know, they tell Me
all the time.

2. Visit someone in a nursing home. You don't have to know them personally. They just need to know that
someone cares about them.

3. Instead of writing the President complaining about the wording on the cards his staff sent out this year, why
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don't you write and tell him that you'll be praying for him and his family this year. Then follow up... It will be
nice hearing from you again.

4. Instead of giving your children a lot of gifts you can't afford and they don't need, spend time with them. Tell
them the story of My birth, and why | came to live with you down here. Hold them in your arms and remind
them that | love them.

5 Pick someone that has hurt you in the past and forgive him or her.

6. Did you know that someone in your town will attempt to take their own life this season because they feel so
alone and hopeless? Since you don't know who that person is, try giving everyone you meet a warm smile; it
could make the difference.

7. Instead of nit picking about what the retailer in your town calls the holiday, be patient with the people who
work there. Give them a warm smile and a kind word. Even if they aren't allowed to wish you a "Merry
Christmas" that doesn't keep you from wishing them one. Then stop shopping there on Sunday. If the store
didn't make so much money on that day they'd close and let their employees spend the day at home with their
families

8. If you really want to make a difference, support a missionary-- especially one who takes My love and Good
News to those who have never heard My name.

9. Here's a good one. There are individuals and whole families in your town who not only will have no
"Christmas" tree, but neither will they have any presents to give or receive. If you don't know them, buy some
food and a few gifts and give them to the Salvation Army or some other charity which believes in Me and they
will make the delivery for you.

10. Finally, if you want to make a statement about your belief in and loyalty to Me, then behave like a Christian.
Don't do things in secret that you wouldn't do in My presence. Let people know by your actions that you are one
of mine.

Don't forget; | am God and can take care of Myself. Just love Me and do what | have told you to do. I'll take
care of all the rest. Check out the list above and get to work; time is short. I'll help you, but the ball is now in
your court. And do have a most blessed Christmas with all those whom you love and remember:

| LOVE YOU, --JESUS

Reflection of the Week: The Joyful Things

At times I’m so discouraged, with problems of the day;
| fail to see the joyful things, that are along the way.
When troubles overwhelm me, it’s then my nerves may fray;
that’s when I need to take the time, to simply sit and pray.
Reflecting on God’s many gifts, does make me so aware;
of all the joy in little things, around me, everywhere!
I must try to remember, though problems come my way;
not to miss the joyful things and the beauty of the day.

Reflection: Surprise in Heaven

| dreamed death came to other night; and heaven’s gate swung wide.
An angel with halo bright; ushered me inside.

And there!!! to my astonishment; stood folks I’d judged and labeled.
As “quite unfit”, “of little worth”, and “spiritually disabled.”
Indignant words rose to my lips; but never were set free.

For every face showed stunned surprise: NOT ONE EXPECTED ME!
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It was the night before Christmas

It was the night before Christmas, he lived all alone,
in a one bedroom house made of plaster and stone.

I had come down the chimney with presents to give,
and to see just who in this home did live.

I looked all about, a strange sight 1 did see,

no tinsel, no presents, not even a tree.

No stocking by mantle, just boots filled with sand,
and on the wail pictures of far distant lands.

With medals and badges, awards of all kinds,

a sobering thought came to my mind,

For this house was different, so dark and so dreary;
the home of a soldier, now I could see dearly.

The soldier lay sleeping, silent, alone,

curled up on the floor in this one bedroom home.

The face was so gentle, the room in such disorder.

not how I pictured a United States soldier.

Was this tile hero of whom I'd just read?

Curled up on a poncho. the floor for a bed?

I realized the families that I Saw this night,

owed their lives to these soldiers who were willing to fight.
Soon round the world, the children would play

and grownups would celebrate a bright Christmas day.
They all enjoyed freedom each month of the year,
because of the soldiers, like the one lying here.

I couldn't help wonder how many lay alone,

on a cold Christmas eve in a land far from home.

The very thought brought a tear to my eye,

I dropped to my knees and started to cry.

The soldier awakened and | heard a rough voice,
"Santa don't cry, this life is my choice;

I tight for freedom, I don't ask for more,

my life is my God, my country, my corps."”

The soldier rolled over find soon drifted to sleep,

I couldn't control it, I continued to sleep.

I kept watch for hours. so silent and still.

and we both shivered from the cold evening's chill.

I didn't want to leave on that cold, dark, night,

this guardian of honor so wilting to fight.

Then the soldier rolled over, with a voice soft and pure,
whispered, "Carry on Santa, it's Christmas day, all is secure.
One look at my watch, and | knew he was right.
“Merry Christmas my friend, and to all a good night."
By Lance Corporal James M. Schmidt



