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Revelation to Saint Joseph

*Weekend Masses: Saturdays: Mass at 4:00 p.m. and Sundays: Mass at 10:30 a.m.
*Weekday Masses: Tuesdays and Thursdays Mass at 12:00 Noon

Mondays and Wednesdays and Fridays: No Mass. Pastor’s office work.
*Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament: Every 1% Saturday and Sunday of the month after Mass.

*Confession: Saturday: 3:00 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. or any other time by appointment.
*Baptism: Please call the Pastor as soon as baby is born; at least one Godparent must be Catholic.

*Weddings: Please make arrangements at least six months in advance before any other plans are made.
*Sick Calls & Anointing of the Sick: Please notify the Pastor at 304-233-1688

*Parish Council: Lou Khourey, Susan (John) Burns, Mark McLaughlin, Liz Murad, Gary Weisner.
*Choir Members: Lou Khourey, Robert Harris, Joe Simon, Shelly Hancher, Holly Stahl.

*Bulletin Coordinator: Thomasina Geimer
*Altar Servers: Joe Roxby and Christopher AlKhouri
*Cedar Club: Linda Duffy, President

*Women’s Society: Jeannette Wakim, President
T T T T T T T
*Bulletin Announcements:
Submit all Bulletin Information to Msgr. Bakhos by Noon on Tuesday every week.
*New Parishioners:
We welcome you with great joy & invite you to officially register as one of our parishioners.
*Remember the Church in your Last Will & Testament: Her prayers will accompany you to heaven.


mailto:ololwv@comcast.net
http://www.ololwv.com/
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Gospel Reflection: Revelation to Saint Joseph

Weekend Readings: Eph 3:1-13 and Mt 1:18-25

How many restless nights preceded the night of Joseph’s blessed dream? Yes, he was her husband; the
wedding contract had been drawn. It was the fruit of a long and prayerful discernment, coming to what was a
difficult decision for a vibrant young man - a virginal marriage to a very beautiful young woman. He took the
time to come to that discernment and it seemed in the end so clear that this was a thing of grace. This beautiful
young woman was truly one of God’s chosen ones and he had been chosen to share life with her in a most
special way. And now this! So incomprehensible. How could She possibly be pregnant? And yet the fact was
undeniable. What did God want of him now?

Yes, there were many sleepless nights. Everything had been so clear, so beautiful. And now it was all a
nightmare. Painfully, at last, Joseph, a just man who truly wanted what God wanted, came to a decision and fell
into a fitful sleep. And then came the dream. Only after he had done his very best to discern and say “YES” to
God, did God finally allow him to enter into the mystery of love and give him the sure guidance he had so
earnestly sought. Joseph would certainly understand the pain and confusion we sometimes experience in our
quest for inner peace in the knowledge and fulfillment of God’s holy will. His experience can assure us that if
we do our best to prayerfully discern and then do God’s will, in the end the Lord will not let us down.

(PRAYER: Lord, I do want to do Your will. I don’t always get it right. But I trust that in the end You
will make the way clear to me).

Mass Schedule, next Weekend: Sat.-Sunday, December 13-14

Saturday, December 13, Mass at 4:00 p.m.: Mass will be followed by Christmas Novena.
1 Mary Zaid Stees, Elizabeth A. Magnone, Tom Ferris by Libby G. Magnone

T Robert & Laurel Kate Matiasek by their last Will

T Bob Sengewalt and his son Dave by the Family

Sunday, December 14, Mass at 10:30 a.m.: Mass will be followed by Christmas Novena.
T Tom & Mary K. Ferris by their daughter Denise Ferris

T Lottie Elwartoski (Birthday) by her son Richard

T Kenny Joseph by Sam & Barb Metz

Weekdays Mass Schedule

Monday, December 15:  No Mass. Pastor’s yearly vacation.
Tuesday, December 16:  No Mass. Pastor’s yearly vacation.
Wednesday, December 17: No Mass. Pastor’s yearly vacation.
Thursday, December 18: No Mass. Pastor’s yearly vacation.
Friday, December 19: No Mass. Pastor’s yearly vacation.

Mass Schedule, next Weekend: Sat.-Sunday, December 20-21

Saturday, December 20, Mass at 4:00 p.m.: Mass will be followed by Christmas Novena.
T Rose & George Fadoul by Millet, janet, Jonathan and son Millet Louis
1 Kenny Joseph by the Association of Letters carriers
T Dave Sengewalt by Mary Gotses and Family
Sunday, December 21, Mass at 10:30 a.m.: Mass will be followed by Christmas Novena.
T Susie Marie Fadoul (Anniversary) by husband Millet, daughter Janet & Lynn and sons Millet C &
Jonathan
T Mary Zaid Stees, Elizabeth A. Magnone, Tom Ferris by Libby G. Magnone
1 John F. Kukula by his wife Mary Rose Kukula

Coming Parish Events at glance
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Sunday, December 21 Complimentary Brunch on the occasion of the 34™ Anniversary to the
priesthood of Msgr. Bakhos after Mass

Christmas and New Year Masses Schedule
Wednesday, December 24:
4:00 p.m.: Christmas Eve Mass (Choir will sing)
10:00 p.m.: Christmas Midnight Mass (No Choir)
Thursday, December 25th: Day of Obligation
10:30 a.m.: Christmas Day Morning Mass (Choir will sing)

New Year Masses Schedule

Wednesday, December 31%, 2025:

4:00 p.m.: New Year’s Eve Mass (No Noon Mass and no Midnight Mass)
Thursday, January 1%, 2026: New Year’s Day (Day of Obligation)

10:30 a.m.: New Year’s Day Mass
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

2025 IRS Tax Deduction

All donations to the church, whether in offering envelopes or by check, are recorded under the donor’s name. If
you intend to itemize deductions on your 2025 tax return, you should request a statement of your total donations
from Msgr. Bakhos at 304-233-1688. Statements will not be provided unless requested.

Lower your 2025 Income Tax Bill

One way to lower your income tax bill for this year is to make charitable contributions, which can be deducted
from your income if you are planning to itemize your deductions when you file your 2025 income tax. Gifts you
make to charities, such as Our Lady of Lebanon Church, are tax deductible. But in order for you to claim the
deduction on your tax return for 2025, you must make the gift this year. That is important to keep in mind if you
are planning on making a year-end gift. For example, if you are going to give money using a check, be sure the
date on the check is on or before December 31, 2025. Also, be sure to give the check to the church on or before
that date. If your gift is $250 or more, and you plan to claim the gift as a deduction on your tax return, the IRS
requires that you have a letter or receipt from the church that received the gift. By the end of January 2025 all
donors -who donated $250 or more- will receive a statement from the Church stating their names and the
amount of gift received —through checks or weekly offering envelopes- from January 1%, 2025 until December
31%,2025. Tt is wise to keep the church statement with your tax records, in case the IRS questions your itemized
deductions.

Many Thanks

--To Libby G. magnone for decorating and Cedar Hall and the Lobby for Christmas.

--To Randy Weisner and Janet Shutler for decorating the church for Christmas.

--To Jeannette Wakim and Nisrine Alkhouri and all the parishioners who contributed to the success of the
Christmas Luncheon last Sunday.

Christmas Poinsettias

Dear Parishioners,

Every year, your love and generosity toward the Blessed Mother make her church beautiful at Christmas.
Donations toward poinsettias are now open in Memory of your beloved ones. Every poinsettia cost $25.00
Below poinsetties are donated in Memory of:

Louis N. & Louis H. Khourey, Sr. & Gladys Howard by Lou & Charlotte Khourey & Family

Bob Sengewalt & Dave Sengewalt by their Family

Shirley Elias Nickerson & Deceased Members of the Elias Family from their loving Family

Opal Ritts by her husband John Ritts
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John & Mary Ritts by their son John Ritts

Sally Simon Wodusky by Rob Wodusky

Deceased members of the Coram & Simon Families by Rob Wodusky

Nimon & Miriam Joseph Family by the Joseph & Weisner Families

Kenny Joseph by his wife Nancy Joseph & the Tucker Family

Danny & Milly Manners by their daughter NiNi Miller

John T. & Cecilia John by their daughter Susan Burns

Shirley Bine by Jay & Liz Murad

George Alan Weisner by his son Ron Weisner

Tom & Mary K. Ferris by their daughter Denise

Phillip Geimer by his wife Thomasina & Deceased Family Members of Thomasina Geimer
John F. Kukula by his wife Mary Rose Kukula & Family

@Deceased of the McLaughlin, Joseph & Miller Families by Mark & Barb McLaughlin
These poinsettias are donated in Honor of the following generous parishioners:
In Honor of Michael Duymich

In Honor of Chris & Jeannette Wakim

In Honor of Larry & Lillian Siebieda

In Honor of Frank & Anna Marie Duymich

In Honor of Ron Weisner

In Honor of Veronica Mushet

In Honor of Janet Shutler

In Honor of Dr. & Mrs Nabiel Alkhouri

In Honor of Jay & Liz Murad

In Honor of Denise Ferris

In Honor of Pat & Jackie Petros

In Honor of Alicia Peklinsky & Family

Birthdays Wishes in the Coming Month

December 15: Lucca Ferrera
December 19: Chris Wakim
December 21: Millet C. Faddoul Jr.
December 22: Millet C. Fadoul
December 25: Shelly Hancher
December 27: Luke Lenz, Jay Murad
January 1: Nancy Joseph

January 3: Kenzie Shia-Gray
January 6: Gina Stees

January 7: Jacob Fadoul Wilson
January 10:  Marjorie John, Mary Petros-Hill
January 11:  Jennifer Klein

Your Church Support Last Week

$2,134.00 Sunday Collection

345.00 2 collection
120.00 Bulletin ads
55.00 Candles

$2,654.00 Total Deposits: May God reward you abundantly for supporting your spiritual home!
Finance Committee: Lou Khourey, Susan Burns, Liz Murad, Mark McLaughlin
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Please Pray for Those on Our Prayer List

(Note: Please call Msgr. Bakhos if you need your name added to our Prayer List. HIPPA regulations)

Fran Saseen, Joe Popovich, Earl & Linda Duffy, Nini Miller, Julia Schiess (daughter of Leo Bleifus), Mary
Ragase, Mary Zigler (sister of Lillian Siebieda), Dolores Oser, Anthony Wakim, Sandra DeMuth, Justin Frenn,
Elia Frenn, Patty Fahey, Fred Schweizer (brother of our organist Mary Lee Porter), Denny Albaugh, Rita Rae
Sage, John Frazier. (son of Luane Frazier),

Question & Answer (#435)

Question #45: “Why does it seem that Evangelical Protestant teens have a closer relationship with Jesus
than Catholic teens?”

Answer: Some Evangelical teens do seem to have a closer relationship with Jesus than many Catholic
teens. Why? Probably because Evangelical churches stress

personal conversion more than individual Catholics typically do. That’s unfortunate because the
Catholic Church teaches as strongly as Evangelicalism the need for personal conversion.

Furthermore, Evangelicals also emphasize an initial conversion experience when a person steps forward
and “accepts Jesus as Savior.” This is sometimes known as an “altar call.” It can have a profound psychological
as well as spiritual effect on a person.

But it’s important to recall two things about that sort of thing. First, that human experiences or feelings
come and go. What matters is one’s continuing commitment to follow Jesus, with or without an “experience.”

Jesus says our love for Him is measured by whether we keep His Commandments (John 14:15). If we
believe, trust and love Christ by obeying Him, we needn’t worry about experiences. A person who claims to
have “a personal relationship with Jesus Christ” based on a conversion experience, but who doesn’t keep His
Commandments, doesn’t have a close relationship with Christ.

Second, Catholics have an “altar call” every week — the call to receive Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.
There is no more “personal relationship” we can have with Christ in this life than to be united with Him in the
Holy Eucharist.

Spirituality: Corona Virus pandemic

What’s Really Happening....

Everybody might want to open their eyes and realize what’s really going on.....In three short months, just like
He did with the plagues of Egypt, God has taken away everything we worship. God said, "you want to worship
athletes, I will shut down the stadiums.

You want to worship musicians; I will shut down Civic Centers.

You want to worship actors; I will shut down theaters.

You want to worship money; I will shut down the economy and collapse the stock market.
You don't want to go to church and worship Me, I will make it where you can't go to church.

“If my people who are called by my name will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

Maybe we don't need a vaccine, Maybe, we need to take this time of isolation from the distractions of the world
and have a personal revival where we focus on the ONLY thing in the world that really matters. Jesus Christ!

Wisdom: Advice for life

Here are some lessons about life -moral wisdom- that young people should learn and live by:

1- For those who love God, life becomes a grand and comic adventure.

2- The real riches in life are strong faith, a clean conscience, the love of family and friends. Everything else
is “extra.”

3- The happiest people are those who can forget their self-interests and direct their powers toward the
welfare of others.

4- If we seek happiness directly in life, it eludes us; we only grasp it when we try to give it to others.
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5- Marriage is not a business deal, a 50-50 proposition; it only works when each partner gives generously,
abundantly, to the other, with little regard for return.

6- A life given to sense pleasure is relentlessly greedy, never satisfied, ultimately lonely; but a life devoted
to spirit -turned to God, goodness, truth, beauty- brings happiness and peace of mind.

7- Time is a resource, scarce and irreplaceable; if we do not use it, we throw it away.

8- Character is what we admire in people aside from their talents and despite their shortcomings. It is what
we esteem in the way they overcome their shortcomings.

9- Responsibility is unavoidable in life, for we all answer to somebody -family, bosses, clients, customers,
the law. Everybody answers to God.

10- There is no such thing as a free lunch; every worthwhile achievement requires sacrificial effort.

11- Deadlines are valuable, for there is such a thing as good stress; we do our best work when under
reasonable pressure.

12- Good friendships bring out the best in us.

13- Respect is more important than popularity; if we have healthy self-respect, we win the respect of others.

14- We can tell a lot about people by knowing their heroes, the people they most admire.

15- It often requires more wisdom to take good advice than to give it.

16- Nobody respects or trusts a liar, a gossip, a cynic, or a whiner.

17- Any boss will tell you: In professional life, character and integrity count more for success than talent,
skills, or credentials.

18- When good-willed people are angry with each other, the cause is almost always some sort of
misunderstanding.

19- We do not really forgive unless we also forget; to dwell on past grievances is evil and destructive. To
refuse someone’s sincere apology is grievously dishonorable.

20- God put us on Earth to serve Him by serving others; we are born to serve, not to shop.

21-People “in touch with their feelings” seldom amount to much; real achievement nearly always requires
overcoming our feelings.

22- Contending with occasional hardship is normal in life, and inevitable; an one who cannot accept this
reality turns into a bellyacher and a bore.

23-Money is an instrument for the welfare of our loved ones and those in need -and that’s all it is.

24- Immature people do not distinguish between wants and needs.

Story

Each summer as I bite into a juicy, homegrown tomato, I think of a humorous event concerning a time, as
a seminary student, when three of us sought permission to plant a garden. Our house of studies was located
in the downtown area of a large metropolitan city. There wasn't much of a backyard. Actually, it was a
stone-covered dirt parking lot with no extra space. However, we carefully planned our garden, taking into
account the area that received optimal sunshine.

The three of us approached the superior with our plan for a small area to plant some squash, tomatoes
and cucumbers. The only real cost involved was to rent a rake, a pick-ax and a hoe. However, getting the
superior's permission would still be difficult. None of us who were involved with this garden project will ever
forget his response to our request. With a slightly bored tilting of his head, he glanced at us and abjectly replied,
"You're wasting your time. Nothing will ever grow there! But, go ahead if you still want to."

We had received permission from on high! So what if it wasn't enthusiastic. We rented tools; raked
four inches of stones into neat walls outlining the garden; hoisted the pick-ax and struck what must have been a
former refuse area. A gardener's dream—dark, composted, fertile soil just sitting there waiting to be discovered.
We looked at each other with broad grins and repeated in unison, "Ah, nothing will grow there."

As you might have surmised by now, things did grow there, in our garden. In fact, twice we re-staked
the tomatoes, topping them off, finally, when they were seven feet tall. They seemed more like tomato trees
than plants.

Whenever a group of us from those seminarian days get together, the story of our little garden is re-
told. "Nothing will ever grow there!"
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Isn't it amazing how much can be learned from planting a garden—about life, about people? How
often have you said about another person, whether elderly, middle aged, a teenager, or a child, that nothing
will ever grow there? Perhaps all that is needed is for someone to help that person rake away some of the
stones that are covering up the rich, fertile soil-of-life, just waiting to be discovered.

Jokes (198)

The Saints

A family of five were enjoying their day at the beach, The children were bathing in the ocean and making
castles in the sand when in the distance a little old lady appeared. Her gray hair was blowing in the wind and her
clothes were dirty and ragged. She was muttering something to herself as she picked up things from the beach
and put them into a bag.

The parents called the children to their side and told them to stay away from the old lady. As she passed by,
bending down every now and then to pick things up, she smiled at the family. But her greeting wasn’t returned.
Many weeks later they learnt that the little old lady had made it her lifelong crusade to pick up bits of glass from
the beach so children wouldn’t cut their feet.

Religion

A Synagogue needs to raise money if it is to survive. Now there was once a Jewish synagogue where they did
not pass the collection plate around as they do in Christian Churches. Their way of raising money was to sell
tickets for reserved seats on Solemn Holy Days for that was when the congregation was the largest and the
people most generous.

On one such Holy Day a kid came to the synagogue in search of his father but the ushers wouldn’t let him in
because he did not have a ticket.

“Look”, said the youngster, “This is a very important matter.”

“That’s what they all say,” the usher relied, unmoved.

The lad became desperate and began to plead. “Please Sir, Let me in. This is a matter of life and death. I’ll only
be in a minute.”

The usher relented, “Well. Ok if it is so important,” he said, “But don’t let me catch you praying.”

Truth

Little boy to the electrician: “What exactly is electricity?”
“I really do not know, son. But I can make it give you light.”

World Was Here First

The world owes you nothing; it was here first. (Mark Twain)

Can You Top This?

An old minister who survived the great Johnstown flood loved to tell the story over and over in great detail.
Everywhere he went he would talk about this great historic event in his life. One day he died and went to
heaven, and in a meeting there all the saints gathered together to share their life experiences. The old minister
got all excited and ran to Peter (who, naturally, was in charge) and asked if he might tell the exciting story of his
survival of the Johnstown flood. Peter hesitated for a moment and then said, "Yes, you may share, but just
remember that in our audience tonight will be Brother Noah."

Famous Quotes (86)

Here are some of the most famous Bible quotes that inspire and provide hope, love, and guidance
Genesis 1:1: "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth."

Psalm 23:1: "The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing."

Proverbs 3:5 "Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your
ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight."
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Jeremiah 29:11: "For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to har
m you, plans to give you hope and a future."

Matthew 28:19-20

"Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit."

John 3:16: "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall n
ot perish but have eternal life."

Philippians 4:6 - Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God.

Philippians 4:13: "I can do all things through him who strengthens me."

Romans 8:28: "And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,

who have been called according to his purpose."

1 Corinthians 13:4-7: "Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud..."
Philippians 4:6 "Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God."

Romans 12:2 - Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.



