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Mary visits Elizabeth

*Weekend Masses: Saturdays: Mass at 4:00 p.m. and Sundays: Mass at 10:30 a.m.
*Weekday Masses: Tuesdays and Thursdays Mass at 12:00 Noon

Mondays and Wednesdays and Fridays: No Mass. Pastor’s office work.
*Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament: Every 1% Saturday and Sunday of the month after Mass.

*Confession: Saturday: 3:00 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. or any other time by appointment.
*Baptism: Please call the Pastor as soon as baby is born; at least one Godparent must be Catholic.

*Weddings: Please make arrangements at least six months in advance before any other plans are made.
*Sick Calls & Anointing of the Sick: Please notify the Pastor at 304-233-1688

*Parish Council: Lou Khourey, Susan (John) Burns, Mark McLaughlin, Liz Murad, Gary Weisner.
*Choir Members: Lou Khourey, Robert Harris, Joe Simon, Shelly Hancher, Holly Stahl.

*Bulletin Coordinator: Thomasina Geimer
*Altar Servers: Joe Roxby and Christopher AlKhouri
*Cedar Club: Linda Duffy, President

*Women’s Society: Jeannette Wakim, President
T T T T T T T
*Bulletin Announcements:
Submit all Bulletin Information to Msgr. Bakhos by Noon on Tuesday every week.
*New Parishioners:
We welcome you with great joy & invite you to officially register as one of our parishioners.
*Remember the Church in your Last Will & Testament: Her prayers will accompany you to heaven.


mailto:ololwv@comcast.net
http://www.ololwv.com/
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Mary visits Elizabeth

Readings: Eph 1:1-14 and Lk 1:39-45

Why does Mary’s greeting prompt the as-yet unborn Baptist to “leap” in Elizabeth’s womb? What is the
significance of Elizabeth’s response?

Because Luke has made his readers privy to the Annunciation of both John and Jesus’ births, we tend to
forget that the characters themselves don’t know all that we know. For example, the angel Gabriel says nothing
to Zechariah concerning the birth of a messiah whom his son is destined to precede. Mary too has no knowledge
of the prophetic role Elizabeth’s child will play. Nor do they figure this out on their own. Luke makes a point of
bringing these things to light by divine initiative. Of course, we have already been informed that John would be
“filled with the holy Spirit even from his mother’s womb” (1:15); but Luke intensifies this biblical motif to have
the future Baptist actually perform a kind of prenatal prophetic action. Even more striking is that this “filling”
affects Elizabeth as well. Not only does the Spirit reveal to Elizabeth the significance of Mary’s unborn child; it
also makes her a prophetess in her own right, confirming the blessedness of Mary’s faith in the Lord’s word
(1:45; cf. 1:38).

The prophetic role of the Spirit is central to Luke’s history of the Church. Giving content to the
enigmatic statement that Jesus would baptize “with the holy Spirit and with fire” (Lk 3:16), the Pentecost event
empowers the disciples to proclaim the gospel (Acts 2:1-4; cf. 9:17). As they traverse the world, it is the Spirit
that guides their itinerary (Acts 16:6-10). Similarly, the coming of the Spirit upon Cornelius testifies to God’s
acceptance of the Gentiles (Acts 10:44-48). Since Elizabeth is first character to be filled by the Spirit in Luke’s
gospel, her experience has paradigmatic significance.

No mere receptacle for a prophetic fetus, the mother of John proclaims the good news with her own
voice, just like Anna, who gives thanks for the redemption of Jerusalem when Jesus is presented in the Temple
(Lk 2:36-38), or Priscilla, who instructs Apollos in the Way of God (Acts 18:26).

The profiling of women in prophetic and teaching roles shows Luke’s universalism. That it also
reflected the contemporary reality of the early Church is seen from Paul’s correspondence with the Corinthians
(1 Cor 11:5). Elizabeth, like other characters in Luke’s gospel, is presented as an exemplar. Though a unique
individual with a special role to play in the drama of salvation history, the same Spirit that fills her fills all
members of the Church, choosing whomever it will—whenever it will—to speak the prophetic word.

Mass Schedule, this Weekend: Sat.-Sunday, November 29-30
Mary visits Elizabeth

Saturday, November 29, Mass at 4:00 p.m.:

1 Dave Sengewalt by Dawn & Gary Sengewalt

T Kenny Joseph by Juliette Breit, Dr. Al Ghaphery & Nick Ghaphery

T Noel Foreman by his wife Anne & Family

Sunday, November 30, Mass at 10:30 a.m.:

1 Elias Joseph (Anniversary) by Mark & Barb McLaughlin

T Chamse Rahi (Anniversary) by Alicia Peklinsky & the Storm, Howarth & Rahi Families
1 Susie Marie Fadoul (Anniversary) by Millet, Janet, Jonathan & husband Millet C.

Weekdays Mass Schedule

Monday, December 1:  No Mass. Pastor’s yearly vacation.
Tuesday, December 2:  No Mass. Pastor’s yearly vacation.
Wednesday, December 3: No Mass. Pastor’s yearly vacation.
Thursday, December 4: No Mass. Pastor’s yearly vacation.
Friday, December 5: No Mass. Pastor’s yearly vacation.
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Mass Schedule, next Weekend: Sat.-Sunday, December 6-7

Saturday, December 6, Mass at 4:00 p.m.: Mass will be followed by Christmas Novena.
1 Isabel Ferris Wolfe (Anniversary) by Libby G. Magnone
T Tom & Mary K. Ferris by their daughter Denise Ferris
1 Cathy Sharp Howard (Birthday) and Dave Sengewalt by the Family
Sunday, December 7, Mass at 10:30 a.m.: Mass will be followed by Christmas Novena.
1 Philip Geimer (Anniversary) by his wife Thomasina Geimer
1 Siham Frenn (Anniversary) by Dr Adel, Diane and Justin Frenn and Andreah, Zack and Christian
Riedel
T Living and Deceased of the Duffy and Fadoul Families by Mickey & Linda Duffy

Coming Parish Events at glance

Sunday, December 7 Complimentary Christmas Luncheon for all parishioners after Mass
Sunday, December 21 Complimentary Brunch on the occasion of the 34™ Anniversary to the
priesthood of Msgr. Bakhos after Mass

Christmas Novena

Starting Saturday and Sunday, December 6™ and 7" we will celebrate the Christmas Novena after weekend
Masses. The Novenas are meant to prepare our souls for the coming of our Lord. So please stay and share the
Novenas after all weekend Masses until Christmas.

2025 IRS Tax Deduction

All donations to the church, whether in offering envelopes or by check, are recorded under the donor’s name. If
you intend to itemize deductions on your 2025 tax return, you should request a statement of your total donations
from Msgr. Bakhos at 304-233-1688. Statements will not be provided unless requested.

2026 Offering Envelopes

Dear Parishioners,

The church offering envelopes are made to help parishioners be responsible toward the church upkeeping. Also
the offerings put in the envelopes are sure evidence of donations made to the church either by cash or checks.
No one can claim the loose cash (not checks) put in the collection basket for lack of proof. The church records
all donations -even loose checks- and give the donors upon request at the end of the year an official statement
for all donations for tax deduction purpose. Please see Msgr Bakhos if you don’t find an envelope labeled for
yourself. Thanks for your cooperation.

Lower your 2025 Income Tax Bill

One way to lower your income tax bill for this year is to make charitable contributions, which can be deducted
from your income if you are planning to itemize your deductions when you file your 2025 income tax. Gifts you
make to charities, such as Our Lady of Lebanon Church, are tax deductible. But in order for you to claim the
deduction on your tax return for 2025, you must make the gift this year. That is important to keep in mind if you
are planning on making a year-end gift. For example, if you are going to give money using a check, be sure the
date on the check is on or before December 31, 2025. Also, be sure to give the check to the church on or before
that date. If your gift is $250 or more, and you plan to claim the gift as a deduction on your tax return, the IRS
requires that you have a letter or receipt from the church that received the gift. By the end of January 2025 all
donors -who donated $250 or more- will receive a statement from the Church stating their names and the
amount of gift received —through checks or weekly offering envelopes- from January 1%, 2025 until December
31%,2025. Tt is wise to keep the church statement with your tax records, in case the IRS questions your itemized
deductions.

Bulletin Ad Page

Many Thanks for those who advertise in our Bulletin ad page. You are helping the church in defraying the cost
of printing the many bulletins every week. You will receive by mail the renewal ad Form. Please return it as
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soon as you receive it. If you are interested in putting an Ad for the 2026 Ad page bulletin, please ask Msgr

Bakhos.
Christmas Poinsettias

Dear Parishioners,

Every year, your love and generosity toward the Blessed Mother make her church beautiful at Christmas.
Donations toward poinsettias are now open in Memory of your beloved ones. Every poinsettia cost $25.00

Below poinsetties are donated in Memory of:

Louis N. & Louis H. Khourey, Sr. & Gladys Howard by Lou & Charlotte Khourey & Family
Bob Sengewalt & Dave Sengewalt by their Family

Shirley Elias Nickerson & Deceased Members of the Elias Family from their loving Family
Opal Ritts by her husband John Ritts

John & Mary Ritts by their son John Ritts

Sally Simon Wodusky by Rob Wodusky

Deceased members of the Coram & Simon Families by Rob Wodusky

Nimon & Miriam Joseph Family by the Joseph & Weisner Families

Kenny Joseph by his wife Nancy Joseph & the Tucker Family

Danny & Milly Manners by their daughter NiNi Miller

John T. & Cecilia John by their daughter Susan Burns

Shirley Bine by Jay & Liz Murad

George Alan Weisner by his son Ron Weisner

Tom & Mary K. Ferris by their daughter Denise

Phillip Geimer by his wife Thomasina & Deceased Family Members of Thomasina Geimer
John F. Kukula by his wife Mary Rose Kukula and Family

These poinsettias are donated in Honor of the following generous parishioners:

In Honor of Michael Duymich

In Honor of Chris & Jeannette Wakim

In Honor of Larry & Lillian Siebieda

In Honor of Frank & Anna Marie Duymich

In Honor of Ron Weisner

In Honor of Veronica Mushet

In Honor of Janet Shutler

In Honor of Dr. & Mrs Nabiel Alkhouri

In Honor of Jay & Liz Murad

In Honor of Denise Ferris

In Honor of Pat & Jackie Petros

In Honor of Alicia Peklinsky and Family

Birthdays Wishes in the Coming Month

November 30: Melissa Ferrera-Renzella
December 3: Joey John

December 7: Christina Committee Zdilla
December 12: Lou Khourey

December 15: Lucca Ferrera

December 19: Chris Wakim

December 21: Millet C. Faddoul Jr.
December 22: Millet C. Fadoul
December 25: Shelly Hancher

December 27: Luke Lenz, Jay Murad

The Salvation Army ANGEL TREE at OLOL Church
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Every child deserves to experience the excitement and joy of Christmas morning. The Salvation Army Angel
Tree program helps provide Christmas gifts for hundreds of thousands of children around the country each year.
For the third consecutive year, OLOL Church will proudly sponsor a Salvation Army ANGEL TREE. Please
help us provide a magical and joyful Christmas to local children in need.

The ANGEL TREE is on display in our church foyer. Hanging on the tree are 20 tags with wish lists from
children in our community. Please select a tag with a wish list from a young boy or girl. Purchase NEW toys
and clothing from their wish list and bring to the church UNWRAPPED by Dec 5. Please include the tag with
your gifts. The Salvation Army will pickup the gifts and distribute to the families to place under their
Christmas trees.

May God Bless You this Christmas Season and Always.

Yours in Christ,

Monsignor Bakhos and the OLOL Church Parish Council

Your Church Support Last Week

$1,150.00 Sunday Collection

240.00 Bulletin ads

51.00 Candles

15.00 Coffee hour

595.00 Mecy Meal

160.00 Christmas Poinsettias

$2,211.00 Total Deposits: May God reward you abundantly for supporting your spiritual home!
Finance Committee: Lou Khourey, Susan Burns, Liz Murad, Mark McLaughlin

Please Pray for Those on Our Prayer List

(Note: Please call Msgr. Bakhos if you need your name added to our Prayer List. HIPPA regulations)

Joe Popovich, Earl & Linda Duffy, Nini Miller, Fran Saseen, Becky Ferrera, Marge John, Julia Schiess
(daughter of Leo Bleifus), Mary Ragase, Gavin Hancher, Monroe DeLuca, Sally Sengewalt, Mary Zigler (sister
of Lillian Siebieda), Dolores Oser, Anthony Wakim, Sandra DeMuth, Justin Frenn, Elia Frenn, Patty Fahey,
Patty Olinsky, Fred Schweizer (brother of our organist Mary Lee Porter), Denny Albaugh, Rita Rae Sage, John
Frazier. (son of Luane Frazier),

Question & Answer (#43)

Question #43: “Isn’t any religion the right one depending on the culture from which you come?”

Answer: No. God’s truth transcends cultures and time. His truth is the same in every place and every
age. If religious truth were culturally relative, we would

have to accept the human sacrifices of the Aztecs because that sort of thing was acceptable to Aztec
culture. This, of course, would not be good. If God reveals a truth, it is true in all places for all time.

Spirituality: Complaint
God does not frown on your complaint.
Did not His Mother in the Temple ask: “Son! Why have you done so to us?”
And did not Christ on the Cross complain: “My God! Why have You abandoned Me?”
If the Son asked the Father, and the Mother the Son - “Why?”; why should not you?
But let your wails be to God, and not to man.
Asking not, “Why does God do this to me?” but: “Why, O God do You treat me so?”
Talk not about God, as Satan did to Eve: “Why did God command you? ” but talk to God as Christ to His
Father.
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And at the end of your sweet complaining prayer you will say: “Father, into Your Hands I command my
spirit.”
You will not so much be taken down as the thief on the left; but be taken up as the thief who heard: “This day,
Paradise.”
They who complain to others never see God’s purposes; they who complain to God find that their passion, like
Christ’s, turn into compassion.
Only He who made your wound can heal it. The love that tightened your bow-strings did so, not in hurt, but in
love of music.
Do not all lovers ask in doubt: “Do you love me?”
Ask that of the Tremendous Lover, and each scar will seem a kiss!
God is not “way up there.”
He is taking another body -your own- to carry on the world’s redemption.
Complain that your shoulders ache beneath your pack; but see His own smarting under a cross beam.

Bishop Fulton Sheen, In the Fullness of Time, pp.97-98.

Wisdom: Acceptance

Man depends on God for all things; God depends on man for one. Without Man’s love, God does not
exist as God, only as creator, and love is the one thing no one, not even God Himself, can command. It is a free
gift, or it is nothing. And it is most itself, most free, when it is offered in spite of suffering, of injustice, and of
death.

We do not love God because He is perfect. We do not love Him because He protects us from all harm
and keeps evil things from happening to us. We do not love Him because we are afraid of Him, or because He
will hurt us if we turn our back on Him. We love Him because He is God, because He is the author of all the
beauty and the order around us, the source of our strength within us, and of other people’s strength and hope
and courage with which we are helped in our time of need. We love Him because He is the best part of
ourselves and of our world. That is what it means to love. Love is not the admiration of perfection, but the
acceptance of an imperfect person with all his imperfections, because loving and accepting him makes us better
and stronger.

Is there an answer to the question of why bad things happen to good people?

The response would be Job’s response which is: to forgive the world for not being perfect, to forgive
God for not making a better world, to reach out to the people around us, and to go on living despite it all.

Story

A nurse took the tired, anxious serviceman to the bedside. "Your son is here," she said to the old man.
She had to repeat the words several times before the patient's eyes opened. Heavily sedated because of the pain
of his heart attack, he dimly saw the young uniformed Marine standing outside the oxygen tent. He reached out
his hand.

The Marine wrapped his toughened fingers around the old man's limp ones, squeezing a message of love
and encouragement. The nurse brought a chair so that the Marine could sit beside the bed.

All through the night the young Marine sat there in the poorly lighted ward, holding the old man's hand
and offering him words of love and strength.

Occasionally, the nurse suggested that the Marine move away and rest awhile. He refused. Whenever
the nurse came into the ward, the Marine was oblivious of her and of the night noises of the hospital — the
clanking of the oxygen tank, the laughter of the night staff members exchanging greetings, the cries and moans
of the other patients. Now and then she heard him say a few gentle words. The dying man said nothing, only
held tightly to his son all through the night.

Along towards dawn, the old man died. The Marine released the now lifeless hand he had been holding and
went to tell the nurse. While she did what she had to do, he waited. Finally, she returned. She started to offer
words of sympathy, but the Marine interrupted her. "Who was that man?" he asked.

The nurse was startled, "He was your father" she answered.
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"No, he wasn't," the Marine replied. "I never saw him before in my life."

"Then why didn't you say something when I took you to him?"

"I knew right away there had been a mistake, but I also knew he needed his son, and his son just wasn't

here. When I realized that he was too sick to tell whether or not I was his son, knowing how much he needed
me. [ stayed."

The next time someone needs you...be there. Stay. You'll be glad you did.

"People will forget what you said. People will forget what you did. But people will never forget how you made
them feel."

Jokes (196)

Love

A little girl was dying of a disease from which her eight-year-old brother had recovered some time before.

The doctor said to the boy, “Only a transfusion of your blood will save the life of your sister. Are you ready to
give her your blood?”

The eyes of the boy widened in fear. He hesitated for a while, then finally said, “OK, doctor, I'll do it.”

An hour after the transfusion was completed the boy asked hesitantly, “Say, doctor, when do I die?” 1t was only
then that the doctor understood the momentary fear that had seized the child: he thought that in giving his blood
he was giving his life for his sister.

Love

Jeremiah was in love with a very tall woman. Each night he would walk her home from work and each night he
longed to kiss her but was too shy to ask.

One night he summoned up the courage. “Will you let me kiss you?” She was agreeable. But Jeremiah was
exceptionally small in stature, so they looked around for something he could stand on. They found an
abandoned smithy with an anvil in it that gave Jeremiah just the height he needed.

After they had walked on for half a mile or so, Jeremiah said, “Could I have just one more kiss, darling?”’
“No,” said the woman. “I’ve given you one. That’s enough for tonight.”

Jeremiah said, “Then why didn’t you stop me from carrying this damned anvil?”

Grace

A man was lost in a desert. Later, when describing his ordeal to his friends, he told how, in sheer despair, he
had knelt down and cried out to God to help him. “AND DID GOD ANSWER YOUR PRAYER?” he was
asked. “Oh, No! Before he could, an explorer appeared and showed me the way.”

If You Think about It, Things Are Tough

Henry was looking so glum and depressed that a friend asked, "Henry, what's the matter with you? You look
like you've lost your last friend."

Henry responded, "What's the matter? I'll tell you. Remember two weeks ago, my Aunt Molly died and left me
fifty thousand dollars?"

His friend said, "Yes, I remember. What's so awful?"

"What's so awful, you ask! Remember last week, my Uncle David died and left me a hundred thousand
dollars?"

His friend said he remembered that too and asked, "What's so bad about that?"

With a sad face Henry responded, "What's bad about it? This week I inherited nothing."

The Lord gives us many gifts each day. We have many reasons to be joyful and happy. Yet many times we are
not happy with what we have because we are disappointed that we do not have more.

Love

Seven crazy men were invited to festivities in a neighboring village. More than mildly intoxicated, they were
staggering home towards their own village at night when it began to rain.

So they settled down for the night under a large banyan tree.
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When they woke up the following morning they rent the air with mourning and wailing. “What’s the matter?*
asked a passerby.

“Last night, we huddled together under this tree and fell asleep, Sir.” said one of the crazy men. “On walking up
this morning we find our limbs all intertwined and we cannot distinguish the owners.” “Easily solved.” said the
traveler. “Give me a pin.” He jabbed the pin sharply into the first leg he saw. “Ouch!* said one of the men.
“There”, said the traveler to the man, “That leg is yours.” Then he picked an arm. “Ouch!” said another,
identifying himself as the owner of the arm. And so on, till the limbs were all disentangled and the crazy men
went merrily back to their village none the worse for their experience.

Famous Quotes (84)

A 36-year-old female had an accident several weeks ago and totaled her car.

A resident of Kilgore, Texas, she was traveling between Gladewater and Kilgore. It was raining, though not
excessively when her car suddenly began to hydroplane and literally flew through the air. She was not seriously
injured but very stunned at the sudden occurrence!

When she explained to the highway patrolman what had happened, he told her something that every driver
should know NEVER DRIVE IN THE RAIN WITH YOUR CRUISE CONTROL ON. She had thought she
was being cautious by setting the cruise control and maintaining a safe consistent speed in the rain.

But the highway patrolman told her that if the cruise control is on and your car begins to hydroplane -- when
your tires lose contact with the pavement, your car will accelerate to a higher rate of speed and you take off like
an airplane. She told the patrolman that was exactly what had occurred.

The highway patrol estimated her car was actually traveling through the air at 10 to 15 miles per hour faster
than the speed set on the cruise control.

The patrolman said this warning should be listed, on the driver's seat sun-visor - NEVER USE THE CRUISE
CONTROL WHEN THE PAVEMENT IS WET OR ICY, along with the airbag warning.

We tell our teenagers to set the cruise control and drive a safe speed - but we don't tell them to use the cruise
control only when the pavement is dry.

The only person the accident victim found, who knew this (besides the patrolman), was a man who had had a
similar accident, totaled his car and sustained severe injuries.



