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Announcement to Zechariah

*Weekend Masses: Saturdays: Mass at 4:00 p.m. and Sundays: Mass at 10:30 a.m.
*Weekday Masses: Tuesdays and Thursdays Mass at 12:00 Noon

Mondays and Wednesdays and Fridays: No Mass. Pastor’s office work.
*Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament: Every 1% Saturday and Sunday of the month after Mass.

*Confession: Saturday: 3:00 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. or any other time by appointment.
*Baptism: Please call the Pastor as soon as baby is born; at least one Godparent must be Catholic.

*Weddings: Please make arrangements at least six months in advance before any other plans are made.
*Sick Calls & Anointing of the Sick: Please notify the Pastor at 304-233-1688

*Parish Council: Lou Khourey, Susan (John) Burns, Mark McLaughlin, Liz Murad, Gary Weisner.
*Choir Members: Lou Khourey, Robert Harris, Joe Simon, Shelly Hancher, Holly Stahl.

*Bulletin Coordinator: Thomasina Geimer
*Altar Servers: Joe Roxby and Christopher AlKhouri
*Cedar Club: Linda Duffy, President

*Women’s Society: Jeannette Wakim, President
T T T T T T T
*Bulletin Announcements:
Submit all Bulletin Information to Msgr. Bakhos by Noon on Tuesday every week.
*New Parishioners:
We welcome you with great joy & invite you to officially register as one of our parishioners.
*Remember the Church in your Last Will & Testament: Her prayers will accompany you to heaven.


mailto:ololwv@comcast.net
http://www.ololwv.com/
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Beginning of the Christmas Season

How hard it is to wait. We wait for birth; we wait for death. We wait for the end of war and the establishment of
God’s reign of peace and justice. In these waiting days of Advent, we have guides who can assist us. The prophets John
the Baptist, Paul and Mary show us how to wait in patience and hope. They give us courage to be ready for Christ’s
coming now and at the end of the age. Let us learn from them so that we can announce his coming with love and joy. Let
us be glad that through Jesus, the world is freed from the power of evil. Let us rejoice that with Jesus, we will reign
forever. Let us exult that in Jesus, God is with us to save us.
The Maronite Church remembers and celebrates the saving deeds and events of Christ’s life through the entire year.
Through this process of remembrance and celebration the people of God encounter the Lover of humankind and
experience the ongoing mystery of God’s transformative love. The Church year has two main parts:

A- The Sanctoral Cycle:
That is the calendar of feasts honoring and remembering the exemplary lives of:
Jesus, Son of the Living God; Presentation in the Temple; Transfiguration; Ascension; Mary, Mother of the Light;
Presentation of Mary in the Temple; Praises of Mother of God; Annunciation to Mary; Our Lady of Lebanon; Our Lady of
the Seeds; Dormition-Assumption of Mary; Birth of the Virgin Mary; Saints of the Maronite Calendar: John the Baptizer;
Anthony the Great; Maron; John Maron; Gabriel; Michael; Peter; Paul; John and other Apostles; Sharbel; Elias; Ephrem;
Rafka; Ignatius of Antioch; and James of Serugh.
B- The Temporal Cycle:

That is the weekly calendar of Christ’s saving deeds commemorated in six Seasons:
Season of Announcement. It contains seven Sundays preceded by one or two Sundays in November recalling the
Consecration of the Church and the Dedication of the Temple.
Zachary’s announcement of the Baptizer’s birth; Mary’s announcement of the Messiah’s birth; Elizabeth’s visit by Mary;
John the Baptizer’s birth; Joseph’s announcement of the Messiah’s birth; Genealogy, announcements to Old Testament
prophets; Christmas - announcement of the Angels.
Each of these Sundays consecutively announces and prepares for the Birth of Jesus, the Savior. From the Announcement
to Zachariah to the Genealogy Sunday news of the Lord’s Incarnation is given to various individuals who had been
awaiting the Messiah’s coming. The final announcement is made by the “Watchers in Glory” to all of creation of the
Feast of the birth of our Lord: “Glory to God on high and peace and good hope to all people. Today the Church rejoices as
she hears the announcement of the birth of the Anointed One. Today, the Creator returns to make the land a palace and of
the seas a Kingdom. How happy is this day forever.”

Announcement to Zechariah

Readings: Gen 17:15-22; Rom 3:13-25 and Lk 1:1-25

“THE GOSPEL OF’ JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO LUKE.” To understand what this means, we
must realize that a Gospel is not just a collection of anecdotes about Jesus and his teaching. Each evangelist is a
witness to the Son of God. He sets himself to answer the question confronting everyone to whom it has been
given to meet Jesus, either by hearing someone speak of him, or by discovering him in the life of one of his
followers: WHO ARE YOU LORD?” Each of these witnesses relates his faith in Jesus in the form of a story -
that of the doings and words of Jesus- expressed in relation to his own experience and background. This
explains the originality of each evangelist, each having his own emphasis, his own way of presenting the
mystery of Christ and his teaching. For all that, there is only one Gospel, because there is only one Christ, to
whom we are sent by all the scriptures...

It happened in Nazareth, in the synagogue, that one day it was Jesus’ turn to comment on the reading
from the Law, giving with it a text from the prophets. His choice fell on a text from Isaiah —he does not discuss
it, he simply declares: THIS TEXT IS BEING FULFILLED TODAY EVEN AS YOU LISTEN”: HE, IN
WHOM ALL THE PROMISES OF GOD HAVE FOUND THEIR ‘YES’ (2 Cor 1:20), could not read the
divine word without putting it into practice, without immediately accomplishing it. And this is why miracles
flowered under his feet for the poor, for prisoners, for the blind, for the oppressed.

In our turn we cannot read the Gospel as something that belongs to the past. It must be read as of now,
IN THE TODAY OF OUR LIFE BEFORE GOD. Then our time, also, will be “THE LORD’S YEAR OF
FAVOR.”
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Mass Schedule, this Weekend: Sat.-Sunday, November 15-16
Announcement to Zechariah

Saturday, November 15, Mass at 4:00 p.m.:

T Joseph A. Benline (Anniversary) by his wife Helen Benline
1 Kenny Joseph by National Association of letter carriers

T Noel Foreman by his wife Anne & Family

Sunday, November 16, Mass at 10:30 a.m.:

T Mary Miller (Anniversary) by Mark & Barb McLaughlin

1 Kenny Joseph by National Association of letter carriers

T Janis & George Thomas (Ohio) by their last will

Weekdays Mass Schedule

Monday, November 17: No Mass. Pastor’s day off.
Tuesday, November 18, Mass at Noon:
1 Emily Shia-Vince by her children and grandchildren
T Kenny Joseph by National Association of letter carriers
T Sylvia Long, her husband Arthur, and her son Mark by her last will
Wednesday, November 19: No Mass. Office Work.
Thursday, November 20, Mass at noon
T Josephine Ferris (Birthday) by Libby G. magnone
T Rosella Saseen, parents Nancepe & Helen, grandparents Shikrey & Helen Saseen by her last Will
T Kenny Joseph by Juliette Breit, Dr Al Ghaphery and Nick Ghaphery
Friday, November 21: No Mass. Office Work.

Mass Schedule, next Weekend: Sat.-Sunday, November 22-23
Announcement to B.V.Mary

Saturday, November 22, Mass at 4:00 p.m.:
T Alphonse Joseph (Anniversary) by Vicky Joseph
T Tom & Mary K. Ferris by their daughter Denise Ferris
T Noel Foreman by his wife Anne & Family
Sunday, November 23, Mass at 10:30 a.m.:
T John Miller (Birthday) by Mark & Barb McLaughlin
T Selma Joseph and Greg McLaughlin (Anniversary) by Mark & Barb McLaughlin
T Kenny Joseph by Juliette Breit, Dr Al Ghaphery and Nick Ghaphery

Coming Parish Events at glance

Sunday, December 7 Complimentary Christmas Luncheon for all parishioners after Mass

Sunday, December 21 Complimentary Brunch on the occasion of the 34™ Anniversary to the
priesthood of Msgr. Bakhos after Mass

Thanksgiving Mass Schedule

Monday, November 24: No Mass

Tuesday, November 25: No Mass

Wednesday, November 26, Mass at 4:00 pm (Thanksgiving Eve Mass)
Thursday, November 27, Mass at 9:00 pm (Thanksgiving Day Mass)
Friday, November 28: No Mass
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Christmas Novena

Starting Saturday and Sunday, December 6" and 7" we will celebrate the Christmas Novena after Mass. The
Novenas are meant to prepare our souls for the coming of our Lord. So please stay and share the Novenas after
all weekend Masses until Christmas.

2025 IRS Tax Deduction

All donations to the church, whether in offering envelopes or by check, are recorded under the donor’s name. If
you intend to itemize deductions on your 2025 tax return, you should request a statement of your total donations
from Msgr. Bakhos. Statements will not be provided unless requested.

2026 Offering Envelopes

Dear Parishioners,

The church offering envelopes are made to help parishioners be responsible toward the church upkeeping. Also
the offerings put in the envelopes are sure evidence of donations made to the church either by cash or checks.
No one can claim the loose cash (not checks) put in the collection basket for lack of proof. The church records
all donations -even loose checks- and give the donors at the end of the year an official statement for all
donations for tax deduction purpose. Please see Msgr Bakhos if you don’t find an envelope labeled for yourself.
Thanks for your cooperation.

Bulletin Ad Page

Many Thanks for those who advertise in our Bulletin ad page. You are helping the church in defraying the cost
of printing the many bulletins every week. You will receive by mail the renewal ad Form. Please return it as
soon as you receive it. If you are interested in putting an Ad for the 2026 Ad page bulletin, please ask Msgr
Bakhos.

Christmas Poinsettias

Dear Parishioners,

Every year, your love and generosity toward the Blessed Mother make her church beautiful at Christmas.
Donations toward poinsettias are now open in Memory of your beloved ones. Every poinsettia cost $25.00
Louis N. & Louis H. Khourey, Sr. & Gladys Howard by Lou & Charlotte Khourey & Family

Bob Sengewalt by Dave & Debbie Sengewalt and Family

Shirley Elias Nickerson and Deceased members of the Elias Family from their loving Family

Birthdays Wishes in the Coming Month

November 26: Mary Lish

November 29: Tony Renzella

November 30: Melissa Ferrera-Renzella
December 3: Joey John

December 7: Christina Committee Zdilla
December 12: Lou Khourey

December 15: Lucca Ferrera

December 19: Chris Wakim

The Salvation Army ANGEL TREE at OLOL Church

Every child deserves to experience the excitement and joy of Christmas morning. The Salvation Army Angel
Tree program helps provide Christmas gifts for hundreds of thousands of children around the country each year.
For the third consecutive year, OLOL Church will proudly sponsor a Salvation Army ANGEL TREE. Please
help us provide a magical and joyful Christmas to local children in need.

The ANGEL TREE is on display in our church foyer. Hanging on the tree are 20 tags with wish lists from
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children in our community. Please select a tag with a wish list from a young boy or girl. Purchase NEW toys
and clothing from their wish list and bring to the church UNWRAPPED by Dec 5. Please include the tag with
your gifts. The Salvation Army will pickup the gifts and distribute to the families to place under their
Christmas trees.

May God Bless You this Christmas Season and Always.

Yours in Christ,

Monsignor Bakhos and the OLOL Church Parish Council

Your Church Support Last Week

$2,577.00 Sunday Collection

840.00 Bulletin ads

58.00 Candles

7.00 Coffee hour

10.00 Donation to church

30.00 Christmas Poinsettias

217.00 Fall Bake Sale

$3,739.00 Total Deposits: May God reward you abundantly for supporting your spiritual home!
Finance Committee: Lou Khourey, Susan Burns, Liz Murad, Mark McLaughlin

Please Pray for Those on Our Prayer List

(Note: Please call Msgr. Bakhos if you need your name added to our Prayer List. HIPPA regulations)

Joe Popovich, Earl & Linda Duffy, Nini Miller, Fran Saseen, Becky Ferrera, Marge John, Julia Schiess
(daughter of Leo Bleifus), Mary Ragase, Gavin Hancher, Monroe DeLuca, Sally Sengewalt, Mary Zigler (sister
of Lillian Siebieda), Dolores Oser, Anthony Wakim, Sandra DeMuth, Justin Frenn, Elia Frenn, Patty Fahey,
Patty Olinsky, Fred Schweizer (brother of our organist Mary Lee Porter), Denny Albaugh, Rita Rae Sage, John
Frazier. (son of Luane Frazier),

Question & Answer (#41)

Question #41: “If you get confirmed, could you join another faith, such as Baha’i, later on?”

Answer: Confirmation is a statement that you freely choose to he a “soldier for Christ” and the Catholic Church.
A real soldier wouldn’t fight for both sides. You can’t simultaneously profess one faith and then another
without violating the laws of logic. Different faiths teach different things or they would be together. Basic logic
says if one group says that “X” is true and another says that “x” is false, they both can’t be right.

Regarding Baha’i specifically, it was founded by Mirza Husayn ‘Au Hun, who took another name which
means “Glory of God.” One of the central tenets of this new religion is the “common foundation of all religion.”
This sounds nice but is an impossibility because of the fundamental differences between religions. Who
determines what “common foundations” means? Is that person or group of people infallible? If not, how can we
trust their teachings?

There have been thousands of new faiths that have popped up over the past 400 years, especially in the
last 100 years. In time, Baha’i, like most of the others, will fall by the wayside. Only the Catholic Church is
founded by God Himself (Matt. 16:18) and its teachings will be guided and protected until the end of time
(Matt. 28:19-20).

Spirituality: The Church and persecution

The white robe of the fool is a judgment on the world; it is the sign of its evil; the death rattle of its
wickedness. Because men mock, a verdict is passed on them; because the Church is martyred by evil powers, a
sentence has been pronounced on those powers. Their deeds are known to be sinful by what they do to
innocence. Thus, will men who live in the world and do not know where to look for religion finally find it in the
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religion which their very world crucified, and in finding it will find peace which the world cannot take away!

True followers of Christ, be prepared to have a world make jokes at your expense. You can hardly
expect a world to be more reverent to you than to Our Lord. When it does make fun of your faith, its practices,
abstinences, and rituals, then you are moving to a closer identity with Him who gave us our faith. Nor may you
repay sneer with sneer. We cannot fight God’s battles with the weapons of Satan. Repaying jeer with jeer is not
the response of a Christian, for under scorn Our Lord “answered nothing”. The world gets more of its
amusement from a Christian who fails to be Christian, but none from his respectful silence.

The answer of Our Lord to Herod was that Our Lord continued to be Our Lord. Dogs bay at the moon all
night, but the moon gives back no snarl. It goes on shining. Shine forth in your white robe of mockery, O
Christian! One day it will be the robe of your glory.

Bishop Fulton SHEEN, Lessons on Faith & Truth, 1947, pp.61-62.

Wisdom: How to stay young

Do you realize that the only time in our lives when we like to get old is when we're kids? If you're less
than 10 years old, you're so excited about aging that you think in fractions. "How old are you?" "I'm four and a
half!" You're never thirty-six and a half. You're four and a half, going on five! That's the key.
You get into your teens, now they can't hold you back. You jump to the next number, or even a few
ahead. "How old are you?" "I'm gonna be 16!" You could be 13, but hey, you're gonna be 16!
And then the greatest day of your life ... you become 21. Even the words sound like a ceremony . . .
YOU BECOME 21. YESSSS!!!
But then you turn 30. Oooohh, what happened there? Makes you sound like bad milk! He TURNED:;
we had to throw him out. There's no fun now, you're Just a sour-dumpling. What's wrong? What's changed?
You BECOME 21, you TURN 30, then you're PUSHING 40. Whoa! Put on the brakes, it's all slipping
away. Before you know it, you REACH 50 and your dreams are gone.
But wait!!! You MAKE it to 60. You didn't think you would! So, you BECOME 21, TURN 30, PUSH
40, REACH 50 and MAKE it to 60. You've built up so much speed that you HIT 70! After that it's a day-by-day
thing; you HIT Wednesday!
You get into your 80s and every day is a complete cycle; you HIT lunch; you TURN 4:30; you REACH
bedtime. And it doesn't end there. Into the 90s, you start going backwards; "I Was JUST 92."
Then a strange thing happens. If you make it over 100, you become a little kid again. "I'm 100 and a
half!" May you all make it to a healthy 100 and a half!!
HOW TO STAY YOUNG
1. Throw out nonessential numbers. This includes age, weight and height. Let the doctors worry about
them. That is why you pay "them "
2. Keep only cheerful friends. The grouches pull you down.
3. Keep learning. Learn more about the computer, crafts, gardening, whatever. Never let the brain
idle. "An idle mind is the devil's workshop." And the devil's name is Alzheimer's.
4. Enjoy the simple things.
5. Laugh often, long and loud. Laugh until you gasp for breath.
6. The tears happen. Endure, grieve, and move on. The only person, who is with us our entire life, is
ourselves. Be ALIVE while you are alive.
7. Surround yourself with what you love, whether it's family, pets, keepsakes, music, plants, hobbies,
whatever. Your home is your refuge.
8. Cherish your health: Ifitis good, preserve it. If it is unstable, improve it. If it is beyond what you can
improve, get help.
9. Don't take guilt trips. Take a trip to the mall, even to the next county; to a foreign country but NOT to
where the guilt is.
10. Tell the people you love that you love them, at every opportunity.
AND ALWAYS REMEMBER:
Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by the moments that take our breath away.
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Story: Something Nice

It was the usual situation of a high school teacher trying to get across to her class a very difficult new
math concept. Each day the more she tried, the more plainly students were becoming not only more frustrated,
but quite edgy. Sensing a high degree of anxiety one Friday, the teacher said, “Look, put away your books.
Everybody take out a piece of paper and list each of the other students’ names on that paper, and write
something nice about each one.”

So that’s what they did for the entire class. She collected the papers, she went home, and over the
weekend she listed the names of all the students and all of the nice things that people had to say about them.
When she went in Monday morning, she gave the papers out to each one. And immediately the tenor of the
class changed. She even overheard one of the pupils whisper to another that “I never knew that anybody thought
anything nice about me.” And so they were able to progress.

The years went by, students came and went, and eventually they had one of those necessary class
reunions. When they gathered around Helen, their old teacher, one of the fellows opened up his wallet and
pulled out a ragged piece of paper that obviously had been folded and refolded many times. Helen recognized it
immediately as the list she had given to them -to this lad and the others- many, many years ago. Another student
told her how she had kept that list in her bedroom dresser drawer all these years. Another volunteered that she
had this list pasted in her wedding album. Another young man pulled out his wallet and showed that he, too, had
carried his all this time.

The teacher was quite overwhelmed to think that a minor gesture to settle down a class many, many
years ago had meant so much to these students. Someone had said something nice about them, and during the
years when they were feeling low they would pull out this piece of paper. They then would remember that to
somebody they were of value, that they mattered, that something was good in their lives.

Helen never realized that she was planting a small seed; she certainly was not intending a grand gesture.
But it was a situation that Jesus would appreciate and say, “The kingdom of God is like this.”

The Restaurant

An exotic restaurant serving a wealthy clientele was named “Eddie and the Dragon.” A beggar came to
the back door one day and said to the woman who appeared to be in charge,

“I haven’t eaten in days. Could you spare me some food?” “Get out of here,” yelled the woman. “We
don’t feed beggars.”

The man left, but a few minutes later he was back. “What now?” the irritated woman asked. The beggar,
looking up at the name of the restaurant on a sign over the door, said, “I wonder if I could talk with Eddie this
time?”

Jokes (194)

Truth

A professor of philosophy in Paris one day declared himself the greatest man in the world and proceeded to
prove it to his students in the

following fashion: “Which is the greatest nation on earth?* “France, of course.” they all declared. “And which
is the greatest city in France?* “Paris, obviously.”

“And is not the greatest and holiest place in all Paris its university? And who can doubt that the greatest, the
noblest department in any university is its department of Philosophy? And, tell me, who is the head of the
philosophy department?* “You.” they said in chorus.

Truth

Doctor: “That pain in your leg is caused by old age.”
Patient: “Don’t take me for a fool! The other leg is just as old.”

Religion
A hunter sent his dog after something that moved behind the trees. It chased out a fox and corralled it into a
position where the hunter could shoot it.
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The dying fox said to the hound, “Were you never told that the fox is brother to the dog?”
“I was indeed,” said the dog. “But that’s for idealists and fools. For the practical-minded, brotherhood is created
by identity of interests.”

Prayer

Grandmother: “Do you say your prayers every night?”
Grandson: Oh, Yes!* “And every morning?“ “No. I’'m not scared in the daytime.”

Prayer

Pious old lady, after the war: “God was very good to us. We prayed and prayed, so all the bombs fell on the
other side of the town!”

Famous Quotes (82)

If you would create something, you must be something. —Goethe
Be brave enough to live life creatively. The creative is the place where no one else has ever been. You have to
leave the city of your comfort and go into the wilderness of your intuition. You can’t get there by bus, only by
hard work and risk and by not quite knowing what you’re doing. What you’ll discover will be wonderful. What
you’ll discover will be yourself.
—Alan Alda. advice to his daughter
Take an object. Do something to it. Do something else to it. —Jasper Johns
In the modern world of business, it is useless to be a creative original thinker unless you can also sell what you
create. Management cannot be expected to recognize a good idea unless it is presented to them by a good
salesman.

—David M. Ogilvy
When Alexander the Great visited Diogenes and asked whether he could do anything for the famed teacher,
Diogenes replied: “Only stand out of my light.” Perhaps some day we shall know how to heighten creativity.
Until then, one of the best things we can do for creative men and women is to stand out of their light.
—John W. Gardner
If you have committed iniquity, you must expect to suffer; for vengeance with its sacred light shines upon you.
—Sophocles
Do not envy a sinner; you don’t know what disaster awaits him. —OIld Testament
There is no den in the wide world to hide a rogue. Commit a crime and the earth is made of glass. Commit a
crime, and it seems as if a coat of snow fell on the ground, such as reveals in the woods the track of every

partridge, and fox, and squirrel. —Ralph Waldo Emerson
Take off the strong cord of discipline and morality, and you will be an old man before your twenties are past.
Preserve these forces. Do not burn them out in idleness or crime. —James A. Garfield

Set a thief to catch a thief. =~ —French proverb



